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Launch/Hook A local area walk. What do the children think of the environment? Take them on 

a walk along the brook. Take photos and blue glove and litter pickers and bin 

bags. When back at school discuss their opinions. Link to question – How can small 

actions eventually change the world? Sorting the rubbish – What is being thrown 

away? Children to draw a map where they have been. 

Explore Life boats, Light houses, ocean plastics, animals and habitats, comparing 

communities e.g. Aylesbury to a seaside town. 

Energise Trip to the seaside, Imogen Lee’s mum to visit, Vet. 

Authentic Outcome Pond revamp, mini ponds, posters about looking after the environment, oral 

presentation to be recorded and put on the school website and maybe invite a 

councillor to come in? 



Core Skills 

         Active Learning 

 To seek out and enjoy challenges 

 To collaborate with others 

 To show commitment and perseverance 

 Assess themselves and others 

Basic Skills 

 To speak clearly and convey ideas 

confidently 

 To read and communicate ideas in 

writing efficiently and effectively 

 To calculate efficiently and apply 

skills to solve problems 

 To use new technologies confidently 

and purposefully 

Creative Thinking 

 To ask questions to extend 

thinking 

 To generate ideas and explore 

possibilities 

 To overcome barriers by trying 

out alternatives 

 To connect ideas and experiences 

in inventive ways 
 

Themed Skills: Explore 
 

 

 Recognise that they can impact their environment and community 

 Show a commitment to justice 

 Recognise their roles as Global citizens 

 

 

 Communicate their learning in relevant ways 

 Show empathy  

Curriculum Content: Geography – Contrasting locations and the environment.  

Science – Animals and habitats   

Key Concepts: Change, Responsibility, Service, Value, Compassion 

Enquiry Question: How can small actions eventually change the world? 

 



Learning Objective/s 
(What will the children learn?) 

How 
(What opportunities am I going to give the children so that 

they can learn?) 

Outcomes 
(What will the learning look 

like? How will the learning 

be recorded?) 
CHANGE 

We are learning to recognise how 

small changes make an impact. 

 

Geography: Enquiry, making simple 

maps using key basic symbols, 

environmental – expressing 

attractive and unattractive 

features, field work. 

 

Science: Most living things live in 

habitats to where they are suited. 

Identify and name a variety of 

plants and animals in their 

habitats, including micro-habitats. 

 

Art: Record and explore ideas 

from first hand observations. 

Taking pictures to record. Use a 

range of materials creatively to 

design and make a product. 

Investigate texture by describing, 

naming rubbing copying. Collage.  

 

Science: Animals including humans 

Compare physical and human features of the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Window Book – What can they see outside the class window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animals and life cycles (local) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at physical and human 

features in Buckinghamshire. 

Local walk identifying these 

features.  

Sort features. 

 

Discuss how human/physical 

features change throughout 

time. 

What human/physical 

features can they see 

outside the classroom 

window. Draw what they can 

see and label. 

 

Animals in the local area e.g. 

frogs. Identify habitats of 

local areas and how they are 

suited to these habitats. 

Discuss and create life cycles 

of frogs and plants. Compare 

this to sea life habitats and 

ocean animals. 

 

 

 

 



have offspring. How animals and 

plants depend on each other. 

Explore and compare the 

differences between things that 

are living, dead and things that 

have never been alive. Find out and 

describe the basic needs of 

animals, including humans for 

survival. Working scientifically – 

different conditions for plants to 

grow. 

 

History: Historical enquiry using a 

range of sources and asking and 

answering questions. Chronology – 

ordering events. Historical 

interpretations. What they like 

and don’t like about the Victorian 

times. 

 

Geography: Enquiry – compare and 

contrast what the beach looked 

like in the past and present.  

 

Art: Explore the work of artists. 

To give their opinion of art. 

Contrast and compare art work 

linked to the Victorian seaside. 

Beach tourism – Victorian. Why did the Victorians start 

going to the seaside? What 

did it look like? How were 

people dressed? – Compare 

this to modern day – Then 

and now. 

Look at features of the 

seaside. 

Look at postcards. 

Would the Victorian seaside 

be littered with plastic? 

 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

We are learning to understand we 

Local environment – Brook, pond, canal 

 

Local walk – what do they like 

and dislike about the local 



are responsible for our own 

actions 

 

Geography: Enquiry, making simple 

maps using key basic symbols, 

environmental – expressing 

attractive and unattractive 

features, field work. 

 

Science: Most living things live in 

habitats to where they are suited. 

Identify and name a variety of 

plants and animals in their 

habitats, including micro-habitats. 

 

PSHE: Rules about how to keep 

safe. 

 

DT: Designing and developing ideas 

for a purposeful product. Work as 

part of group or class. Design and 

make transport with wheels. 

 

PSHE: What improves and harms 

their local environment and about 

the ways people look after them. 

Money comes from different 

sources and can be used for 

different purposes. The role 

money plays in their lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living on the water and water safety  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Machine to clean the ocean 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact on other people/industries (money) 

community? How can it be 

improved? Do a litter pick. 

Data handling to see how 

much litter they see – What 

material is it? 

How is litter bad for the 

environment and animals. 

Create a campaign to put 

litter in the bin. 

 

 

How to be safe in water? 

Link to when they going to a 

swimming pool, walk along the 

canal e.t.c.  

Create rules about how to 

keep safe in and near the 

water for the school. 

 

Look at suitable materials for 

water to collect litter. 

Children to design a net to 

collect litter. 

 

 

Look at how plastic is used 

around the world and why we 

use plastic. If plastic was 

taken away, what would 

happen to people (work) and 

industries. Is there another 

alternative? 



Look at how plastic is bad, 

especially ocean plastic. 

 

SERVICE 

We are learning to understand 

the importance of providing a 

service  

 

History: Events beyond living 

memory that are significant 

nationally. The lives of significant 

individuals in the past. 

 

Geography: Key human features. 

Landmarks. Map work and 

compasses and locational language. 

Analyse and describe and reflect 

features of a location. 

 

PSHE: People who look after you. 

Rules for and ways to keep safe. 

How their behaviour affects 

others. What is fair/unfair and 

what is right/wrong? 

 

Music: Using voices expressively 

and creatively by singing songs 

and speaking chants and rhymes. 

Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high 

quality live and recorded music. 

Lighthouse and Grace Darling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RNLI 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor visit (Discuss Voluntary) 

 

 

 

Sea Shanties 

 

 

Recall events of Grace 

Darling as a newspaper 

report. 

 

Label the features of a 

lighthouse 

 

Identify lighthouses in the 

UK. Where are they on a 

map? How do you know? 

What symbol is used? 

 

 

Look at the role of the RNLI. 

Look at different life boats 

and who work for the RNLI. 

Why do they do it? Children 

to ask questions. 

 

Children to think of questions 

to someone who does 

voluntary work. Q&A session. 

 

Listening to and watching sea 

shanties (Fisherman’s 

Friend). 

 

Children to perform sea 

shanties thinking about the 



tone, volume and pitch of 

their voices. 

VALUE 

We are learning to know why it is 

important to value  

 

Geography: Enquiry, making simple 

maps using key basic symbols, 

environmental – expressing 

attractive and unattractive 

features, field work. 

 

Science: Most living things live in 

habitats to where they are suited. 

Identify and name a variety of 

plants and animals in their 

habitats, including micro-habitats. 

Develop simple ways to record 

data. 

 

PSHE: What improves and harms 

their local environment and how 

people look after them. 

School environment and local environment Plan to re-develop the pond 

area. 

 

Look at the different animals 

that live there and how we 

can provide for their habitat. 

 

Producing a campaign to tell 

the local environment to put 

litter in the bin. Put this 

campaign on the school 

website, Bucks Herald. 

 

A local councillor to come in 

and see these campaigns. 

COMPASSION 

We are learning to know the 

importance of care.  

 

Science: Basic needs of animal and 

how to look after your pet. 

Exercise and food. 

 

Vet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q&A session with a vet about 

how to look after animals.  

Create an information text 

about how to look after 

animals. 

 

 

 



PSHE: Identify special people. 

People who look after you. The 

importance of and how to maintain 

personal hygiene. Health and 

Wellbeing.  

 

PE: Master basic movement and 

explore movement. Dynamics and 

link movements together. 

Remember simple dance steps and 

perform in a controlled manner. 

 

RE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnival of the animals 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious stories linked to water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dance to carnival of the 

animals. 

 

 

 

 

Noah’s Ark 

Jonah and the Whale 

Ganges – Special rivers 

(Hinduism). 

Key Vocabulary: 

Environment 

Habitat 

Pollution 

Litter 

Brook 

Canal – man made 

Beach 

Tourism 

Ocean 

River 

Stream 

Sea  

Light house 

Life boat 

Volunteer  



Cliff 

Plastic 

Recycle 

Reuse 

Reduce 

Rock pool 

Buoyancy  

Coast 

Map 

Compass 

Life cycle 

Community 

Vet 

Global 

Impact 

Local 

Service 

Barge 

Ship 

Boat  

 


