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Telephone: 01296 488331 
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www.bearbrookschool.co.uk 

Proud to be part of the  

Great Learners Trust 

 

13th July 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Re: September return to school for all pupils Pre-school to Year 6 

I hope you all continue to stay safe and well. I know many of you have been awaiting further information regarding 
the possible re-opening of school and starting our journey back to ‘normality’. As ever I have really appreciated the 
support from our community, parents and staff. 

A great deal of intense planning has continued to ensure we are moving toward the full opening of school for all 
pupils in September as safely as possible whilst following the guidance laid out by the Department for Education and 
also the Great Learners Trust. 

I have attached our plan which, I admit, is very long but I felt it important to provide you with as much detail as 
possible so you can feel assured that you are making the right decision to return your children to school on Thursday 
3rd September 2020. Please ensure that you take the time to read it thoroughly and if you have questions please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 

Proposed Model for reopening Bearbrook Combined School and Pre-school from Thursday 3rd September 2020 

There are two key priorities for us as a school and they are: 

 The safety and well-being of our pupils, staff, parents and community are paramount. 

 To enable children and their families to build routines and help them to return to school successfully. 

Please be aware we will constantly review any plans and may make changes in order to improve safety and the 
education we are providing.   

Is returning to school compulsory for all pupils in September? 

Yes. Attendance will be compulsory from the 3rd September 2020 for all children. As a school we have a duty of care 
to ensure all pupils return to school in line with the law and current guidance.  

How will we maximise the safety of pupils and staff? 

Children will be placed in their Year Group/Pre-school Bubble. The children will be taught by their named classteacher 
within their classrooms. Classes will only mix with other classes in their year groups. Lunchtimes and play times will 
be staggered. 

The intention is that the bubbles will not interact or engage with any other bubbles from other year groups within the 
school day. We will also measure the children’s temperature using an infra-red thermometer that does not require 
contact with skin. As per government guideline, if a child displays a temperature of 37.8 degrees celsius or higher, 
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then this pupil will be isolated from their bubble and parents contacted to pick them up from school and arrange for 
them to have a test for Covid-19. In between sessions and throughout the day we will be cleaning all surfaces and 
resources used by the children, as well as deep cleaning at end of each day. 

Will school start and finish at the same time? 
We will have varying start and finish times to avoid any congestion and to help ensure that parents during pick up are 
able to maintain an appropriate distance. The government expects us to maintain the allocated hours of education.  
We will have staff and signs out to direct you, but there will be different entrances/exits for the children to avoid 
overcrowding. 
 
We have decided that Year 6 will have a slightly longer day in order to prepare them for SATs and moving onto 
Secondary School. 
 
Below are the times, sessions and entrances/exits: 
 
Pre-school Session am:  8.50 – 11.45am Enter/exit through the vehicle exit gate. 

Pre-school Bubble pm:    12.30 – 3.30pm Enter/exit through the vehicle exit gate. 

Reception Bubble:  8.55 – 3.20 pm Mrs Ashby’s class will enter/exit through the vehicle entrance gate 
and use the gateway entrance in the fence. 

Mrs Lawson’s/Mrs Smith’s class will enter/exit through the vehicle entrance gate and 
use the entrance door near the front door of the school. 

Year 1 Bubble: 8.50 – 3.15pm To use the usual entrance gates onto the playground making their way 
to the appropriate wooden entrance gates. 

Year 2 Bubble: 8.40 – 3.05pm To use enter/exit through the vehicle entrance gate and use the blue 
entrance gates onto the school field and walk to external classroom doors. 

Year 3 Bubble: 8.50 – 3.15pm To use the usual entrance gates onto the playground making their way 
to the external classroom doors. 

Year 4 Bubble (4B & 4P): 8.40 – 3.05pm To use the usual entrance gates onto the playground making their way 
to the external classroom doors. 

Year 4 Bubble (4S): 8.40 – 3.05pm To use enter/exit through the vehicle entrance gate and use the blue 
entrance gates onto the school field and walk to external classroom doors. 

Year 5 Bubble: 8.50 – 3.15pm To use the usual entrance gates onto the playground making their way 
to the external classroom doors. 

Year 6: 8.40am – 3.20pm To use the usual entrance gates onto the playground making their 
way around to the classrooms along the astro-turf. 

If you are entering through the vehicle gates please do not worry as they will be closed to vehicles. 
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Please ensure you are prompt and stick to these times to enable us to keep children and staff safe, minimise the 
number of people on the school run and please do not congregate on the school grounds or the surrounding 
pavements/entrances. 

Will Busy Living will be operating Breakfast or After school clubs? 

Busy Living breakfast and after school clubs are delighted to confirm it will be starting back on Thursday 3 September 

2020. They will be providing parents with details of how the clubs will look and run to keep everyone safe during 

Covid-19 and this information will be sent over the summer.  New Parents will be able to register online now and all 

bookings for the autumn term will be published in the next 2 weeks.  To register, please visit their website www.busy-

living.co.uk – go to the Out of school clubs page where you can see the Parent Handbook, or ring Linda/Amy on 

01494 702 702 for further information – they are available throughout the summer.  They look forward to seeing 
everyone in September!  

Will my child be expected to socially distance from other children at all times? 

The simple answer to this is ‘no’ because it is not possible and would not be fair for our children. Children will be 
encouraged to adhere to social distancing, but we will not be able to enforce this. In Year 1 to Year 6 we will be 
separating desks and ensuring they face the front of the class. In as much as possible and children will be required to 
sit in their allocated space. When out to play the children will only play within their year group ‘bubbles’.  

What preventative steps will the school be taking? 

As much as possible all windows, internal and external doors will be kept open. All unnecessary items will be removed 
from classroom. Children in Year 1 to Year 6 will be sat at desks facing the front with individual packs of stationery. 
Each classroom has a sink and hand sanitiser. The medical room will no longer be used, unless there is an emergency, 
and each ‘bubble’ will be provided with a first-aid kit.  

Children will wash their hands frequently throughout the day for a minimum of 20 seconds at the start and end of the 
school day/session, before/after playtimes and before eating as well any other time deemed necessary. There will be 
a limit on the numbers of children accessing the toilets at any time and each year group ‘bubble’ will have an 
allocated toilet.   

Will staff be wearing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)? 

Staff will not be wearing protective equipment  as it is known not to be effective for long periods of time, however 
the school has face shields, face masks, aprons and gloves available if needed. The Government states that PPE is only 
needed for staff in a very small number of cases: 

 If the children need intimate care e.g. they are sick, bleeding or need changing. 

 If a child is displaying coronavirus symptoms. 

Are parents allowed on site? 

I know and understand this will feel very alien to us as a school as we normally operate an open-door policy but 
parents are only allowed on site when dropping off or picking up their child/children. No parents will be allowed 
within the school buildings unless they are invited to do so by a member of staff. If your child becomes upset leaving 

http://www.busy-living.co.uk/
http://www.busy-living.co.uk/
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you, I am afraid that staff will not be able to assist and you will not be able to settle them in class. The school office 
will be closed to all parents, however there will be a number of key staff out at drop off and pick up time to take 
messages and answer questions. The best and safest way to communicate with the school is through telephone or 
email. 

We will continue to publish our email addresses or you can contact your class teacher through Class Dojo or Tapestry; 
however please do bear in mind that email address and Class Dojo will not be monitored during the school day and in 
the evenings. 

Class teachers will also use Class Dojo to set homework and share information. 

There will be clear markings near the classroom entrances and we ask that all parents do not cross them. 

Will there be hot meals from September? 

We will be planning to provide hot meals for pupils in receipt of Universal Free School Meals (all pupils in Recpetion, 
Year 1 and Year 2) and those eligible for Free School Meals (KS2) and parents wishing to purchase a school lunch for 
their child (KS2). You will be able to book these in the usual way through ParentPay.  

The lunch hall will be allocated specific timings for Bubbles so there will be no chance of children mixing with those 
from other bubbles. Cleaning will take place between each lunch slot.  

As a result we will no longer be supplying meal vouchers to those eligible from the September. 

Will children need to wear school uniform? 

We have taken the decision that children will need to continue to wearing full school uniform including black school 
shoes.  Please note: Reception and Year 1 children will require named wellies in school as their playtime will be on the 
field. 

Boys  Bearbrook jumper or plain blue jumper  

 White polo shirt or white school shirt 

 Grey or black trousers/ shorts 

 Black or grey socks  

 Black school shoes 

 Girls  Bearbrook jumper/ cardigan or plain blue 
jumper/cardigan  

 White polo shirt or white school shirt 

 Grey or black school skirt/ dress  

 Grey or black trousers/ shorts  

 Blue gingham summer dress  

 Black/grey/white socks or tights 

 Black or blue hijab  

 Black school shoes 

PE Kit – in a draw string bag  
 
 

 White t-shirt or polo shirt  

 Black shorts or leggings  
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 Plimsolls 

What will children need to bring? 

Reception to Year 6 Children will need to bring their own water bottles to school. We will also encourage them to 
bring their own hand sanitiser if possible. If they are having a packed lunch, we recommend a container that is plastic 
and able to be cleaned thoroughly. 

Children also may bring a school bag or book bag with them. Children must not bring a bulky school bag to school 
with them as we do not have to space to store these.  

We advise that children do not bring masks with them to school as children frequently touch these and are unlike to 
keep them on which will increase the chance of transmission. 

Will children be provided with reading books? 

As a school we have just invested in a new reading scheme which supports our teaching of phonics. In the first couple 
of weeks back we will be assessing the children’s phonics knowledge and will start to allocate them reading books 
which they will be able to bring home. When they are returned to school we will ask for them to be placed in a box 
and they will be stored for a specified time before reallocating. This may mean that we do not have enough books so 
please bear with us. 

What will be sanitised and when?  

Equipment in classrooms and communal toilets will be regularly sanitised and cleaned throughout the school day. 
Where possible, pupils will be given their own equipment to use so that this is not switched amongst multiple 
children. The school will be well stocked in sanitiser and there is soap and hand towels available in all sinks and toilet 
areas.  

What happens if a pupil displays COVID-19 symptoms at school? 

We will have an isolation room for them to be relocated to. Parents will be phoned to ask them to pick up their child 
and any siblings straight away. A member of staff will stay with them, but will be wearing PPE. Please can you ensure 
that you update the office if any of your contact details have changed. 

If a member of staff displays symptoms, they will be sent home, tested and if necessary, placed into isolation. 

What happens if a pupil or member of staff tests positive for COVID-19? 

If a pupil or member of staff receives a positive test result, every member of that bubble and the other bubble 
associated to those members of staff will be notified and they will need to remain off school and self-isolate for 14 
days. Please note, siblings from other bubbles will also need to remain off school. 

Will home learning continue? 

As all children are expected back in school home learning will no longer be set. 
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How will we help the children to settle back into school and ensure they are back on track? 

In the first couple of weeks back we will be focussing on settling the children back into school and routines. We will 
be looking to do regular PSHE lessons to support the children and enable them to feel safe.  We will also be 
reinforcing key skills for Maths, Reading and Writing. After the first couple of weeks in Year 2 to Year 6 we will be 
carrying out assessments in Reading, Writing and Maths to identify the children’s strengths and any gaps they have 
made. Once we have identified any gaps we will carry out targeted support and teaching to plug the gaps as quickly 
as possible. 

 

I hope this letter reassures you. I know the possible return of school will bring with it a whole mix of emotions, so if 
you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Kind regards 

 

 

Marcus Faulkner  

Headteacher 


