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              Friday 12th June 2020 

Dear all 

As we reach the end of another week I still continue to be extremely grateful for the support we have received from the Bearbrook 
community. I am absolutely loving having the Early Years, Year 1s, Year 6s and Key Worker children in school. This week our average 
number of children has been 120; during the height of lockdown we were averaging about 35 children per day so this is quite a 
change. Bearbrook is slowly returning to normality.  

 

I am sure many of you have seen the announcements this week regarding expectations on schools being reviewed and the 
understanding that the Government accepts that not all children will be able to return to school before the Summer Holidays. Like 
you (I am sure), I met this with mixed feelings, but felt it was the right judgement because current guidance regarding class sizes 
would not enable us to function with all children returning to school. As a headteacher, in consultation with the Chair of Governors, I 
have decided that for the foreseeable future we will not be opening our doors to any more children. I feel particularly saddened as 
this half term is usually one of my favourite, with some significant events such as Sports Day, Year 6 Residential to Kingswood, and 
Enrichment Days; different occasions that give us the opportunity to mix with each other in a more relaxed way. This makes it even 
more disappointing that we have to continue to work in this way. I know that I am able to speak on behalf of all my staff when I say 
that we all miss day-to-day contact with all our children. However, I think it’s now more important than ever that we continue to 
persevere with the current situation, and take things slowly and safely.  

 

I just hope and pray that come September we will be able to welcome all children back to school full time. I do hope you understand 
and will support my decision. As ever if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

On a completely different note …. I received a lovely message from one of our parents informing me that our children’s art work is 
being displayed up at Stoke Mandeville. Please see the message and photos below: 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

The last few months has been an incredible effort and I sincerely thank each and every one of you for the role you have played so 
far. I believe we have a remarkable community here at Bearbrook, so as we enter another weekend, we now need to take a 
collective deep breath and be ready to begin again next week. 

 

Thank you and take care  

 

Marcus Faulkner 
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                   Pre-school 
 
Star room. 

The children all seem to be really happy and settled in the group.  

We began the week by painting and drawing self-portraits, some of these will be going in our outside gallery in the middle 
glass doors. Don’t forget to pop along and take a look at the pictures there. We have decided to use the doors as a display 
space so parents are able to see the beautiful pictures the children have been creating. 

We also painted some flowers using some of our garden flowers as inspiration. The children enjoyed the wide open space of 
the school field. We did lots of running and jumping then explored the leaves on the trees. 

We have been picking the strawberries that we have grown in our garden and made strawberry milkshakes with them. 

Next week we will be starting to complete the transition booklets for our older children who are moving onto school. We will 
also be following the children’s interest in dinosaurs and doing some special things ahead of Father’s day. We also hope to 
have a special guest on Tapestry to read the children a story. 

Having risk assessed our snack time we have decided you no longer need to send in a water bottle, we will provide milk and 
water. However we ask that you please send in 1 piece of fruit daily for your child’s snack. 

 

Sparkle room. 

The children who are now based in Sparkle room are now settled in and have formed bonds with the staff. 

This week, the children’s interest in owls was sparked from the ‘Owl Babies’ story. Following this we took a walk to the 
woodland area where we collected leaves and twigs to build a nest. Back in pre-school we watched a programme together 
about owls. 

Sparkle room have also been focussing on emotions and children’s worries. The children have made dream catchers and 
worry dolls providing an opportunity for staff to support children’s emotions. 

From next week children can bring their lunch in a lunchbox,  so it can be wiped with antibacterial spray. 
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Next week is ‘The Highway Rat’  

 

 

which is another book By Author - Julia Donaldson and illustrated 
by Alex Scheffler.  Teachers, are very busy writing reports when 
we are not at school.  I would just like to let you know that 
teachers and all staff at Bearbrook continue to be immensely 
proud of you all. 

 

Year 2 

This week for Year 2 we have still been focusing on the story 'How 
to be a Lion' by Ed Vere. The children have been planning to write 
a persuasive speech to the rest of the pride of lions explaining why 
Leonard the Lion should be allowed to be friends with Marianne 
the Duck. 'How to be a Lion' is a fantastic story about having the 
courage to be, and think for yourself. In maths, Year 2 have been 
finishing looking at time, and are now moving onto weight.  They 
will be learning about what mass and gram means and how to 
read scales. For project we have been 
looking at the inspirational and brave 
Malala Yousafzai. We understood how she 
wanted equality for all in education, and 
the children thought about what positive 
change they want to make.  

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Hi Year 3! 
Another week over and what a week it's been! We have seen 
some amazing puppet shows as we continue to learn and 
experiment with light and shadows. Fun science experiments have 
been carried out and there has been lots of learning through 
everyday tasks such as cooking, baking, making sock face masks, 
car washing and daily exercise.  
Mrs Price, Mr Saltzer & Year 3 team! x 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation  
It has been a lovely week for Foundation Stage. We have focused on 
'The Very Hungry Caterpillar'  The children in school have settled into a 
routine that includes phonics, literacy and maths sessions. They have 
also enjoyed dance sessions with a dance teacher. We have drawn food 
labels for the story, written number sentences adding the days of the 
week food together, discussed healthy and unhealthy food along with 
food we like and dislike.  
 
Home learning has been fantastic and the staff have loved seeing all the 
learning that is taking place. We have had some outstanding food 
caterpillars made and life cycle of a butterfly created. Some of the 
children have even had their own caterpillars over the last few weeks 
that they have been caring for and will turn into butterflies soon. We are 
so proud of all our children. Stay safe.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 
Hello Year 1,  

Well, it’s our second full week back – the time just seems to be whizzing 
by.  Does it seem like that to you at home also? I know that my time at 
home seemed to drag and then whizzed by. These are very strange 
times!  We are still receiving so many wonderful photos from the 
learning at home, just look at these examples… 
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Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Oh Year 4, 

I can’t thank you all enough for how much you’ve cheered me and 
Mrs Pullen up this week. Your TV shows have been absolutely 
AMAZING and have left us smiling, giggling and in complete awe of 
your talents!  

What’s been fantastic is the way that you’ve managed to ‘rope’ in 
the rest of your willing/unwilling families… Who knew what secret 
acting and production skills your parents and siblings had? We’ve 
had grunting pigs, hilarious hissing snakes, clouds of talc for puffs of 
smoke, fabulous sound effects and theme tunes, singing, lego 
treehouses, puppets, actors, documentaries on carpentry, 
adventures, comedy…. I could go on, but I’d be here forever! 

Thank you so much for all being so wonderful! We are incredibly 
proud of all of you and your tremendous resilience and enthusiasm 
for learning! 

On top of all that there’s been the fantastic work you’ve been doing 
using empathy. Throughout the week we’ve looked at a different 
book each day to develop empathy skills. You’ve been 
compassionate, creative and respectful, producing poignant and 
symbolic images which reflect the messages of each of the awesome 
books we’ve looked at – very, very well done! 

Stay safe, take care of each other and keep smiling… 

Thank you! Mrs B and Mrs P x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

This week Year 5 have continued to work hard and we have enjoyed 
looking at all the work that has been submitted and talking to you via 
Zoom.  

On Tuesday we had Empathy day where we carried out a variety of 
activities including drawing a very cute sloth. We continued this 
throughout the week by looking at #Blacklivesmatter, Gender 
stereotyping and Disability awareness in our afternoon sessions.  

 

 

            

 

In literacy we have started to plan our own adventure stories using our 
class book ‘Brightstorm’ as our inspiration. We created maps for far off 
lands, wrote adverts to recruit our crew members and applied for a 
position ourselves. Next week we are looking forward to planning and 
writing the stories.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crew members wanted for a dangerous expedition to the frozen north. 
Applicants must be 17+ to apply for this exciting mission. 
Crew members must be qualified to pilot an air ship, trained in combat, 
have a GCSE in maths, have been on survival training, have good IT and 
engineering skill and able to cook outside. 
Candidates should be heroic, strong, adventurous, reliable, 
professional, highly motivated and be able to work with others. 
Please send applications to Jack at jfh@expedition.co.uk 
 

We have extended our Science Fair task until 
next Friday to give some people time to collect 
their results and evaluate their findings.  

We are missing teaching you all face to face but 
are grateful for the all the effort and 
enthusiasm you are putting into your work. 
Keep adding your photos and posting your 
work.    Year 5 Team  

 

Year 6 

This week in Year 6 we have been writing speeches about our dream 
future based on Martin Luther King Jr's famous speech. We have also 
been doing some important work on budgeting and finance where all 
children were given a job and asked to budget for the month. We have 
also played loads of sport and watched a fantastic theatre production. 
Well done Year 6. 
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Pre-school Places From September 2020 

If you are looking for a Pre-school place for your child we currently have places in our Pre-school, for children with 15 hours 

funding as of September 2020.  At Bearbrook Pre-school we have fantastic facilities, both indoors and outdoors and our skilled 

and highly-qualified staff offer the best possible environment for the care and development of your child.   

If you would like more information please feel free to give us a call on 01296 488331 or email the Preschool direct on 

preschool@bcsglt.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free School Meals 

If you receive one of the following benefits you may be are entitled to  Free School Meals.  During school closure families 

receive vouchers to use in their chosen supermarkets.  

 Income Support (IS)  

 Income-based (not contribution-based) Job Seeker’s Allowance (IBJSA)  

 The guaranteed element of the State Pension Credit.  

 Income-related employment and support allowance Children who receive IS or IBJSA in their 
own right are also entitled to receive free school meals.  

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

 Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400  

 Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190  

 Where they are entitled to Child Tax Credit and also Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after 
their employment ceases, or after they start to work less than 16 hours per week, their children are entitled to free 
school meals.   

If you think you are eligible to claim, we encourage you to do so as each valid claim attracts additional funding to the school .  

Please contact the school office and they will be happy to help you with your application. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON TERM DATES 

 

SCHOOL WILL CLOSE FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS ON FRIDAY 17TH JULY 2020 
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