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Launch/Hook Soundscape of Amazon when children coming in, 3min film flying over canopy, 

watch Earth’s Great Rivers (The Amazon), show paintings by Nixiwaka Yawanawa 

and create a jungle welcome banner/display for year 4 area in the style of his 

‘Spirit of the Rainforest’ paintings 

Explore Using the book ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell, videos, documentaries, 

meteorological measurements, research, visitors (Sian Burgess and Mrs Lee) 

Energise Visit to London Zoo (Rainforest Explorer workshop and rainforest biome) 

Authentic Outcome Throughout project create pages for an Amazon ‘travelogue’  

Design and create a sensory garden, bug hotels and hedgehog houses for the 

school grounds 



Core Skills 

         Active Learning 

 To seek out and enjoy challenges 

 To collaborate with others 

 To show commitment and perseverance 

 Assess themselves and others 

Basic Skills 

 To speak clearly and convey ideas 

confidently 

 To read and communicate ideas in 

writing efficiently and effectively 

 To calculate efficiently and apply 

skills to solve problems 

 To use new technologies confidently 

and purposefully 

Creative Thinking 

 To ask questions to extend 

thinking 

 To generate ideas and explore 

possibilities 

 To overcome barriers by trying 

out alternatives 

 To connect ideas and experiences 

in inventive ways 
 

Themed Skills:  Explore 
 

 

 Recognise that they can impact their environment and community 

 Show a commitment to justice 

 Recognise their roles as Global citizens 

 

 

 Communicate their learning in relevant ways 

 Show empathy  

Curriculum Content:   

Science (scientific enquiry, fair tests, water cycle, photosynthesis, states of matter) 

Geography (human geography, comparing environments, habitats – deforestation, identifying 

location of tropical rainforest) 

Art and DT (Use different mediums, design and evaluate and modify) 



Key Concepts:   

Sustainability, Consequences, Responsibility, Value and Beauty 

 

Enquiry Question:  

Can one person change the world? 

 

Learning Objective/s 
(What will the children learn?) 

How 
(What opportunities am I going to give the children so that 

they can learn?) 

Outcomes 
(What will the learning look 

like? How will the learning 

be recorded?) 

Concept: Sustainability 

LO: to understand how habitats 

sustain living things 

LO: to understand how 

ecosystems can maintain a balance 

LO: to understand how animals 

have adapted to their 

environment  

LO: to understand how animals 

have adapted to their diets  

LO: to understand how climate 

change affects the water cycle 

 

 

 Explore, research, contrast and compare different 

habitats through animal jotters and observation of local 

area (rainforest layers, river, local woodland) 

 Explore and teach climate conditions in the Amazon and 

local area 

 Explore and research how animals have adapted to their 

habitats 

 Investigate where the major rainforests of the Earth are 

found  

 Teach the children how to use a classification key 

 Explore and teach the different functions of the teeth 

 Explore and teach about omnivores, herbivores and 

carnivores 

 Children to recognise 

that rainforests lie 

between the tropics 

 Children to accurately 

position animals in the 

correct layer of the 

rainforest in their art 

and descriptive writing 

 Children identify bugs 

in local area using 

classification keys  

 Children to explore 

and identify animals 



N/C links: 

Science 

Maths 

Geography 

Art 

Literacy 

 

 

Links to other concepts: 

Responsibility 

Consequences 

Value 

Beauty 

 

 
 

 Teach the water cycle 

 Teach states of matter 

 Model writing spine poems (creating spine and word banks) 

and their diets 

through images of 

their skulls and jaws 

 Children to record 

weather measurements 

in local area and 

compare with 

Amazonian conditions 

(statistics) 

 Children create ‘water 

cycle in a bag’ 

 State of matter in a 

balloon 

 Explanation text of 

water cycle 

 Non-chronological 

report of an 

Amazonian animal 

 Spine poems of 

different Amazonian 

animals 

Concept: Consequences 

LO: to understand the impact 

that humans can have on habitats 

LO: to understand the impact 

that humans can have on the 

environment 

 

 

 

 Videos and images of logging, deforestation, slash and 

burn etc. 

 Documentary ‘Earth from space’ (time lapse videos 

showing changes) 

 Documentary ‘Seven Worlds, One Planet’ 

 ‘The Explorer’ 

 London Zoo trip – rainforest workshop and focus on 

Rainforest Biome 

 Using practical 

equipment, children to 

demonstrate and 

compare the changes 

in the area covered by 

the Amazon 

rainforest.  

 Calculate the area of 



 

N/C links: 

Science 

Maths 

Geography 

PSHE 

Literacy 

 

 

 

Links to other concepts: 

Responsibility 

Consequences 

Value 

 

 

 During zoo trip, children explore and investigate how 

threatened, vulnerable or endangered animals are, through 

the zoo’s labelling system 

our woodland and show 

visually what % would 

be destroyed at the 

same rate as the 

Amazon rainforest 

 Travelogue /blog to 

inform people about 

the impact of climate 

change on the Amazon 

 Conscience alley, 

debate and discussion 

texts on the role of 

zoos (conservation / 

cruelty) 

Concept: Responsibility 

LO: to understand that we all 

have a responsibility to preserve 

our world for future generations 

LO: to understand what we can do 

to preserve our world 

 

 

N/C links: 

Science 

Maths 

Geography 

Art 

PSHE 

 Research Nixiwaka Yawanawa’s tribe through the website 

‘Survival International’ 
https://www.survivalinternational.org/Nixiwaka 

 Conscience Alley, hot seating, discussion, Chiefs and 

Indians 

 ‘The Explorer’ 

 Research environmental activists (Greenpeace, Gretha 

Thunberg, UN Environment Programme)  

 Art gallery in the style 

of Nixiwaka Yawanawa 

– raise funds for 

Survival International 

through sales of art 

 Persuasive writing, 

information about 

tribes and statistics in 

their ‘travelogue’ 

https://www.survivalinternational.org/Nixiwaka


Literacy 

 

 

Links to other concepts: 

Sustainability 

Consequences 

Value 

Beauty 

 

 

Concept: Value 

LO: to appreciate how fragile and 

precious the world is 

LO: to recognise the difference 

between needs and wants 

LO: to understand what it means 

to be an environmentally conscious 

consumer 

LO: to understand the Amazon 

rainforest is the ‘lungs of the 

Earth’ 

 

 

 

N/C links: 

Science 

Maths 

Geography 

DT 

ICT 

 Present children with data of biggest polluters (China). 

Ask children why they think this is the case. Investigate 

and discuss us as consumers creating the demand for 

China’s industry. Is this our responsibility?  

 Investigate ethical shopping: ‘slow fashion’, clothes that 

last, mending clothes and white goods rather than 

discarding them 

 Teach children about photosynthesis and the role trees 

play in reducing carbon dioxide levels 

 Persuasive writing, 

information about 

tribes and statistics in 

their ‘travelogue’ 

 Explanation text of 

photosynthesis in their 

‘travelogue’ 

 Bag making with Mrs 

Lee 

 Trashion Show 

 



Literacy 

 

 

Links to other concepts: 

Responsibility 

Consequences 

Beauty 

Sustainability 

 

 

Concept: Beauty 

LO: to appreciate the beauty of 

the world around us 

LO: to visualise a setting 

 

 

N/C links: 

Geography 

RE  

PSHE 

Art 

Literacy 

 

 

Links to other concepts: 

Responsibility 

Consequences 

Value 

Sustainability 

 

 Quality descriptions of the Amazon, videos and images 

 ‘The Explorer’ – extracts from book 

 Use VR headsets – Amazon and Mayan Temples 

 Use CLPE website to model writing poetry 

 Watercolour painting 

and setting 

descriptions 

 Descriptive writing to 

go in ‘travelogue’ 

 Create art - 

Colourwash of 

background, silhouette 

of Mayan temples, 

sponging trees and the 

river in foreground 

flowing 

 Write poem about the 

Amazon rainforest 

being ‘the lungs of the 

earth’ or about the 

Amazon  

 Create a soundscape 



 


