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              Friday, 24th April 2020 

 
Dear all, 

I hope you are all keeping safe and that your families are well. 

What monumental and turbulent times we are experiencing and have experienced over these weeks! However, in all my 
time as a headteacher, I have never felt so proud to belong to a school community. For me there have been many high 
points but the  ‘Loo Roll Challenge’ (https://youtu.be/7xqo3Zf24fM - take a look as it’s had 1400 views!) started by staff 
and then the moving response from the    children across the school has been incredible and I must say I shed a tear as it 
made me realise how much I miss everyone, but also that we are ‘not alone’ and they can’t break the connections we 
have all made. Remember, you are: 

 

 

 

Bearbrook is such a unique and special place, nurture permeates the very walls here and I have been honoured to      
continue to serve as your headteacher. We are an ‘above and beyond’ kind of school and we wouldn’t have it any other 
way as our children and yourselves deserve the best we can give you. Please rest assured that this will not stop because 
the school is closed to the vast majority of you and I will be there should you need me, as will the rest of our wonderful 
team. Please call us if you need anything! 

I know that this week there have been many occasions to celebrate including St.George’s Day, Earth Day, the Queen’s 
birthday and also of course celebrating the great work of all our critical workers. I also want to send my best wishes to 
those of you who follow Islam as I know Ramadan started today and it must be hard as it’s usually a special time for  
community and family to come together. 

As we enter the weekend remember:  

 

Many thanks for your ongoing support! 

Take care and keep safe, 

Marcus Faulkner 

https://youtu.be/7xqo3Zf24fM
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Foundation 

This week Foundation Stage children have been looking at  'The  
Gingerbread Man.' We have seen some fantastic learning on         
Tapestry. We have had children building dens for physical            
development, sounding out and writing animals for phonics,    
watching the story of 'The Gingerbread Man' then drawing and  
labelling characters, story maps,  baking and puppet making.  Here  
are a few photos. Keep sharing with us.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 1 

Dear Year 1. We hope you are all staying safe and looking after your 
families. We miss you very much.  This week we have been blown 
away by all your work you have uploaded. We are so proud of you 
all, and can clearly see how hard you are working.   For an extra  
challenge can you try some science at home? Have a go at these two 
mini experiments and take a photo to show us, maybe do them  
yourself just in case.  Please stay safe and remember you can achieve 
anything if you try your best x x x  
 
Miss Jansen, Mrs Hearn, Mrs Akhtar, Mrs Harley, Mrs Qazi, Mrs 
Parks, Mrs Roberts and Mrs Richie  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

This week for literacy year 2 have started to look at George’s 
Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl. They’ve been describing how 
cruel Grandma is and how it makes George feel. For maths they 
have been doing lots of work on positional and directional vocab-
ulary. They’ve practised clockwise, anti-clockwise, left, right, 
above,  forward and backwards etc.. 
 
Year 2s new project for the summer term is called ‘We are the 
champions!’ And we are going to focus on what makes us special 
and inspirational people. The project question is: Can you be the 
hero in your story?  This week for project, the children have been 
creating fact files about Roald Dahl and understanding why he is 
an inspirational author. 
 
A big well done to all year 2 children 
who have been working extremely 
hard and sending their work onto 
dojos! A reminder for children to use 
Bug Club and TT Rockstars. If you 
can’t remember your login please 
message your child’s teacher. An 
extra super well done to Theo Moore 
from 2S who without asking created 
an amazing poster about Neil Arm-
strong.  Year 2 team  

 

Year 3 

We have been amazed by the work achieved so far and have loved 
seeing all of the fun you are having at home with planting, baking, 
building, playing instruments, gymnastics, workouts, arts and 
crafts and loads more! It's given us a real insight into your lives at 
home and has been lovely!   Keep up the fantastic work and if you 
have any questions, send us a message and we will be happy to 
help! Take care and stay safe!  
Mrs Price and Mr Saltzer xx  
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Year 4 

 

 

 

 

Wow, year 4 - you are truly awesome and we are so very proud of you 
all!  In their Literacy and Project work, Year 4 are exploring their family 
histories and reflecting on this time in ‘lockdown’, creating a memoir 
that will become a record of these times.  The children have been in-
terviewing family members, recording funny and interesting anec-
dotes of their lives, creating family trees and getting to know their 
families better by discovering their experiences, likes, aspirations and 
dreams.  Mrs Pullen and I have been ‘blown away’ by your learning 
and creativity this week… we are so very proud of what you have all 
achieved and created! We know these books will be treasured forever. 
More to follow next week…  Keep smiling!  Mrs B and Mrs P xx 

Year 5 

Hello Year 5,  We hope you all had a lovely Easter break and had 
chance to enjoy the beautiful weather. Thank you to everyone who 
has been viewing the work and tasks set on ‘Class Story’. It has been a 
pleasure reading all the wonderful work that has been uploaded into 
your portfolios this week. We were really impressed with the creative 
ideas in your stories and the formal language that was used in your 
persuasive letters. Also, many of you are asking for feedback with 
your Maths and you are checking through your calculations which is 
fantastic. We hope that you are enjoying our new text ‘Brightstorm’.  

The images show some posters informing us how we can be eco-
friendly and there are also some excellent ideas for recycling items. 
These include: tote bags made from old clothing, turning football 
shirts into cushions and butterfly feeders made from old plastic. The-
o’s butterfly feeder was featured on Steve Backshall’s live feed! We 
would like to see even more of your project work next week!  Have a 
great weekend J 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

The children in Year 6 continue to work incredibly hard as they enter 
their final term at Bearbrook. They have been learning about Shake-
speare and completing escape room maths challenges. They even 
found time to complete their own 'toilet roll challenge'  videos. Thank 
you so much for everyone who was involved - it made us feel very spe-
cial. And an especially big thank you to Brooke, Jessie and family for 
pulling it all together. As a year group, you all   continue to be fantastic 
ambassadors for the school, even when working from home. Well 
done!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preschool 

The children  or as we have all decided to call ourselves now the 
'rainbow group' have all settled back into a routine as such with 
teachers from the various year groups providing us with work that 
the children can complete daily. We have a pic of Charlie and Zac's 
'amphibo pond' that they created during free choice outdoor 
learning recently. The boys also made signs and enclosure to pro-
tect the pond from unwanted guests.  
 
The pre-school children at home have been introduced to a new 
member of the team. 'Elena' the rabbity hare sent a video to our 
star children explaining the coronavirus and why we have to stay at 
home at the moment. The staff have also been filming themselves 
reading stories and posting them on Tapestry for the children and 
families to listen to and enjoy. We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank our families for all the fab pics and communications 
via Tapestry as it has helped us all stay in touch during these tough 
times.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

At School over Easter 

During the Easter Holidays the art room was a hive of activity. 
Children from most year groups made marbled paper which was 
left to dry and pressed for a week. The children then used the 
prepared paper to create miniature books. Each book was careful-
ly designed and made by its owner, some went on to write spells, 
adventure stories or recipes in them including pictures. I really 
enjoyed seeing crafts people turn into authors and illustrators 
during a morning.  Mrs Mitchell 

 The children also took part in many different outside activities 
including a variety of ball games and Archery. They also created 
their own dance with Sharon and enjoyed baking a selection of 
delicious cakes and cookies. The children also enjoy reading with 
Bug club and solving a variety of Easter Maths Mysteries. 
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UKLA Book Awards 

Mr Smith and I have been judges for the UKLA Book Awards this year. 
These are very prestigious awards and are the only Book Awards that 
are judged by teachers, so as well as being a fantastic experience, it 
was a real honour.  

Each of us had to read the 21 longlisted books and then whittle them 
down to 6 for the final shortlist. Mr Smith was a judge in the age 3-6 
category and I was a judge for the 7-10+ category.  

We have loved the experience, as have our classes, who have shared 
and talked about the books with us. If you’re looking for a good read, 
follow the links to the full details of shortlisted and longlisted books. 

The winners will be announced on the 3rd July, and Mr Smith and I will 
be invited to the award ceremony in November to meet the authors 
and illustrators. Exciting.  Mrs Burgess 

 
https://ukla.org/news/story/
shortlists-announced-for-the-
unique-awards-from-teachers2 

 
https://ukla.org/news/story/new-
criteria-new-award-and-new-
publishers-reflected-in-ukla-
longlists 

 

Online safety and Cyber Bullying  

During these unusual times we all 
spending more time online,   
whether that’s talking to friends , 
doing our homework or just  playing 
games.  So we wanted to pass on 
useful information about keeping 
safe online. We have added links 
below that give some excellent  
advice and tips. 

http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/

personal-safety/staying-safe-online/  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

talking-child-online-safety/  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/

system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444865/

Advice_for_parents_on_cyberbullying.pdf  

 

Adult Learning  

Please find attached our Keeping in Touch Issues 1-4. We hope you 
find it useful with some ideas of activities you can do with your   
children.  We have also included a link to the website: 
https://www.adultlearningbcc.ac.uk/family-learning/ 

Message to parents on using health services during COVID 
  
Please remember, A&E services and your GP practice are still open 
during the coronavirus outbreak. 
  
GP surgeries are not allowing patients to directly book face to face 
appointments at the moment, to help stop the spread of the virus. 
They are, however, more than happy to discuss your case over the 
phone and to offer advice and guidance. In some cases they may be 
able to consult by video link, using mobile phones. If clinically ap-
propriate, they can invite you to attend the surgery for an appoint-
ment at an arranged time. 
  
It is really important to stay well at this difficult time, so please con-
tact your GP surgery if your child is poorly with any symptoms that 
cause you concern. With so much attention on coronavirus at the 
moment, we are aware you may be concerned your child has a 
different illness or may be living with a worrying condition like asth-
ma or diabetes. 
  
So, if you are worried, please call your surgery to arrange a     tele-
phone consultation, or you can use the Ask NHS app to book a call-
back if you are 16 or over. This parent information form, produced 
by Barts Health and North-East London STP, gives very useful advice 
on when to use services like GPs, pharmacists, A&E and 999. 
 
All your health service staff are still there for you, even though they 
are having to do things a little differently. Please don't be afraid to 
use them if you are concerned about your child's health. 

https://ukla.org/news/story/shortlists-announced-for-the-unique-awards-from-teachers2
https://ukla.org/news/story/shortlists-announced-for-the-unique-awards-from-teachers2
https://ukla.org/news/story/shortlists-announced-for-the-unique-awards-from-teachers2
https://ukla.org/news/story/new-criteria-new-award-and-new-publishers-reflected-in-ukla-longlists
https://ukla.org/news/story/new-criteria-new-award-and-new-publishers-reflected-in-ukla-longlists
https://ukla.org/news/story/new-criteria-new-award-and-new-publishers-reflected-in-ukla-longlists
https://ukla.org/news/story/new-criteria-new-award-and-new-publishers-reflected-in-ukla-longlists
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444865/Advice_for_parents_on_cyberbullying.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444865/Advice_for_parents_on_cyberbullying.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444865/Advice_for_parents_on_cyberbullying.pdf
https://www.adultlearningbcc.ac.uk/family-learning/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckinghamshireccg.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F04%2FParent_Guide_COVID-19-Final.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CRomilly.Knight%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C4ee8feab46bf4e6cccdb08d7e1f82df7%7C7fb
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Facebook Family Lockdown Tips and Ideas! 

Fri-YAY Challenge!! 

Each week on Friday we will post out Fri-YAY Challenge!  

We want you to post a pic of something that made you 

happy this week.  We hope that this will cheer us up, 

show what is possible and share the love.   

Thank you so much. 


