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              Friday 15th May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I’m sure that many of you heard Boris Johnson‘s latest announcement on Sunday and Monday, and although many of you may have 
been disappointed that the current lockdown position has not been lifted, I imagine that you are also reassured that we are taking our 
time and not rushing back into things. Regarding education he said: 

“In step two – at the earliest by June 1 – after half term – we believe we may be in a position to begin the phased reopening of shops 
and to get primary pupils back into schools, in stages, beginning with reception, Year 1 and Year 6. 

I have met with Mrs Wixted, the Chair of Governors, Pre-school leaders and other leaders within the Great Learners Trust to plan for a 
partial return to school, and I will continue to keep you updated as the government guidance is issued to us. However, first and 
foremost, I want to reassure you that we will continue to take a pragmatic approach and only return when it is safe to do so for our 
children and staff. Until then, we will keep going with our home-learning as we have now been doing for six weeks! 

Thank you to of you who completed the parent survey sent to Pre-school, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 this week. The survey will 
close on Sunday, so please take five minutes to share your views with us. From Monday, we will begin to analyse your feedback and 
implement our plans, as we continue to work through this together, I will share our plans by mid-week next week. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7WdRH47EX0-xBLi-UO5t5K3MEj8tIeNDh5IBE-
XOW7NUMlQzTzhNVVU4VFFDM0FIRUVZTDBYM0gxSS4u  

During last week our staff virtually created an amusing video performance involving Bins to share with you and your children which I 
hope you all enjoyed: https://youtu.be/OzmGUP7L3WM Since lockdown my life, like many of yours, has been turned upside down. If 
you had told me several months ago I would be climbing out of a bin with a banana skin on my head I would not have believed you! 
Thanks again to all the great staff working hard to make everyone smile! 

  

Finally, I hope you all enjoyed the good weather over the Bank Holiday weekend and managed to participate in the VE Day 
celebrations. I went for a walk with my family, and it was lovely to see so many houses decorated with red, white and blue bunting, 
and so many families sat outside in their front gardens, celebrating the 75th anniversary of this momentous day. It certainly offered 
a pleasant variation to our current daily routines. Here’s a photo posted on Class Dojo of one our families celebrating VE Day. In the 
words of Churchill: 
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As then, we will all get through this. In the meantime, let’s look forward to the time when we can all be together again. 

Take care and thank you for your continued support. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7WdRH47EX0-xBLi-UO5t5K3MEj8tIeNDh5IBE-XOW7NUMlQzTzhNVVU4VFFDM0FIRUVZTDBYM0gxSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7WdRH47EX0-xBLi-UO5t5K3MEj8tIeNDh5IBE-XOW7NUMlQzTzhNVVU4VFFDM0FIRUVZTDBYM0gxSS4u
https://youtu.be/OzmGUP7L3WM
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Pre-school 
The preschool staff have been videoing themselves recording 
more stories so make sure you check your child’s tapestry 
account to see.  Key people continue to provide individual 
suggestions of activities for you to use if you wish. Remember 
there is no pressure, we understand you may be juggling several 
children’s needs. 

It has been lovely seeing some children’s videos singing back to us 
after we shared the staff singing the “hello how are you song” 

Don’t forget to check out the website .  

https://foundationyears.org.uk/2020/05/covid-19-hungry-little-
minds-update-2/   For ideas of things to do. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundation  
 

Jack and the Beanstalk has been a success this week. Lots of fantastic 
story writing, plants being grown, castles and beanstalks made. The 
children have also been writing sentences about their family and being 
helpful around the house. We also set the challenge to measure 
footprints and you have used a range of items to measure your families’ 
foot size.  We have seen some fantastic videos and photos of you 
playing the beans game as well. We are really proud of all of you, keep 
up the fantastic work. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 1 

This week year 1 have been reading the Eric Carle book 
Mister Seahorse. Again it has been a fantastic week of 
learning and we are very proud of you all. Each week your 
work seems to get more creative and imaginative and your 
ideas constantly surprise us.  Next week is our final week of 
Eric Carle and we are sure you will continue to blow our 
socks off with your wonderful work.  
 
Please stay safe everyone and make sure you look after each 
other.  From all of year 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

This week, year 2 have been getting ready to write their own 
story, writing in the style of Roald Dahl. Children have been 
looking at exciting features, describing characters’ feelings and 
why they are feeling them.  

The task for project was look at different Tinga-Tanga tales and 
use that to help them create their own story, thinking about why 
an animal has something e.g. stripes, or how an animal is able to 
do something e.g. jump. 

For maths children have been using addition, subtraction, division 
and multiplication to help them solve word problems and 
investigations. 

This week I would like to give an extra special mention to Isla who 
made it to the Bucks Herald Paper about her making rainbows for 
the public. This had a positive impact to the community and it's 
great to see how Isla has made a difference to people's lives.  
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Year 5  

Hello Year 5, 
We hope you've all had a great week. Once again, we are 
really proud of you all! We have been impressed with the 
work that you have uploaded to your portfolios this week. 
There have been a range of science experiments happening 
at home as well as you trying to crack the code to escape the 
kitchen. Well done to Elliott (5D) and Elijah (5L) for being the 
first to crack the code. 
This week we have decided to share some photos which 
show how some of you celebrated VE day. It looks like you 
had lots of fun baking cakes, decorating bunting, making 
aeroplanes and watching the Red Arrows flypast.  
We are missing you all! 
Take care, 
Year 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

In Year 6 this week there has been one question on 
everyone's lips: shall I compare thee to a summer's day? We 
have been looking at Shakespeare's most famous of poems, 
trying hard to unpick the tricky language. The children have 
been working hard on their maths using both Century and 
White Rose Maths, and in topic they have been learning 
about what life would have been like in Shakespearean 
England. The children we would like to give special 
recognition to this week are: Chloe, who has been so 
proactive in her learning by posting questions and asking for 
feedback on anything she has found difficult; Tianna, who is 
turning in lots of work every single day; Subhaan, who is 
working incredibly hard and showing himself to be an 
effective learner by finding additional things to do himself; 
and to Hassam and Charlie B, who organised and ran an 
excellent quiz for their class on Zoom this week. Well done 
everyone. 

Year 3 
 

We have seen incredible work once again from Year 3, such 
as shadow puppets, awesome science experiments, VE day 
celebrations and diary entries. Everyone has been putting in 
so much effort. Some of the work became a little bit trickier 
this week but the perseverance of both parents and children 
is to be admired. Thank you all so much for your continued 
support and keep up the great work!  
 
Mr Saltzer & Mrs Price 

 

 
 

Year 4 

Hello Year 4, 

We can’t believe it’s Friday again, the weeks are just flying 
past! Still, each day done is a day closer to ‘normality’. 

It’s been lovely to see the different ways you’ve been 
spending your time: some of you have produced great 
artwork, while others have worked hard in your science, 
PSHE, literacy and maths. We are extremely appreciative of 
everything that everyone at home is doing to support you 
all, so a big ‘thank you’ to all the parents and siblings who 
are helping you in your learning.  

Keep smiling Year 4, we are very proud of you all! 

Take care, Mrs Burgess and Mrs Pullen x 
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This week in school  

The children worked in teams to complete a number of challenges with the electric circuit equipment. They made circuits 
to light up bulbs, switch on motors or buzzers, and even added switches. They worked really well in mixed year group 

teams and thoroughly enjoyed investigating with the equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday began with a lovely sunny morning and the usual physical activity. This time dance! Everyone in the hall is 
enjoying keeping fit in a fun way and keeping minds sharp remembering all the steps! At break time we had a knitting 
moment with Mrs Winfield passing on the skill of knitting to a very eager customer.   Down in the art room things are 
developing. There is a polar bear slowly appearing, a tiger materialising and an owl ready to emerge. Children worked 
really hard on Tuesday afternoon sorting out the pieces and colours needed for the collages and are making great 
progress. Some children developed drawing skills by following a guide on drawing animal faces. I will send these guides 
home too so you can also have a chance to get creative. After you have tried one go on to use the guide again but draw a 
different animal’s face applying the ideas from the guide. Good Luck! Mrs Mitchell 

 

 

Rainbow group (Pre-school, Foundation and yr1 children who remain in school.) 

At the end of last week we celebrated VE day a day early on Thursday making bunting and icing biscuits in red, white and 
blue. At lunchtime on Thursday the children enjoyed a picnic lunch on the field.  This week for Pre-school children and 
Foundation stage children have had a big focus on being able to identify feelings and thinking about what we makes us 
happy/ sad etc. We used a special circle time game to identify feelings and talk about what we can do if we are feeling sad 
etc.  Foundation Stage children have used the story of Jack and the Beanstalk as their focus.  There has been lots of 
building of castles with various construction materials. Also looking at our seeds that are growing. 

They have also enjoyed playing the bean game Runner bean, jumping bean, baked bean etc. with the actions. One of the 
ways they have been working on their listening skills is when we tell a story and they have to listen carefully for their name 
ready to make an action. They are fantastic at this!  We also have been playing Simon says which is great fun but has 
proved tricky.   

Yr. 1 children have been using the story of Mister Seahorse to base their learning around. They have completed activities 
such as writing a description of Mister Seahorse, drawing him and also writing a description of his favourite activity which 
has helped them learn about compound words such as Seahorse (sea+horse).  

Can we ask you to send in a piece of fruit for your child’s snack if you are able. Your fruit donations in previous weeks have 
been gratefully received but we have now run out of fruit. Many thanks 

 

May Half Term and Bank Holiday  

For those key worker and vulnerable children attending school we can confirm that school will be CLOSED for Bank Holiday (Monday 

25th May)  but will remain OPEN for Tuesday—Friday of the May half term (26th—29th May) 
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Facebook Family Lockdown Tips and Ideas! 

Fri-YAY Challenge!! 

Each week on Friday we will post out Fri-YAY Challenge!  

We want you to post a pic of something that made you 

happy this week.  We hope that this will cheer us up, 

show what is possible and share the love.   

Thank you so much. 


