
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launch 
Wow Day: 
Children to come into school dressed as Ancient Romans.  
Films (Gladiators of Rome and Horrible Histories Rotten Romans). Children to start to think about the Roman 
invasion of Britain and the Roman way of life. 
Children create ‘I Wonder’ questions to direct their learning journeys.  

Explore 
Re-enactment of The Battle of Colchester (the revolt of the Iceni tribe lead by Boudicca). Children to research 
the battle and its key figures. They will then accurately re-enact the troop movements of both sides during the 
battle, using their shields created in DT.  

Energise 
Visit to St Albans (Verulamium Museum) – artefact workshop, gallery museum visit and visit to the Roman 
mosaic and hypocaust. Focus on ‘What did the Romans do for us?’ 

Celebrate 
Roman feast. 

nurture inspire achieve 



National Curriculum 

Objective/s 

Context 

 

Possible Resources and 

Activities 

Assessment Questions 

Science  

 

Investigation skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DT (creating musical 

instruments) and investigation 

skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigate fair test and 

reliability of results through  

‘Dunking biscuits’ experiment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create sounds strumming elastic 

bands, drumming different 

surfaces and blowing (brass 

instruments and combs) 

 

What makes a fair test? 

How reliable are my results? 

Are everyone’s results the 

same? Why? Why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens to the volume of 

the sound if …? 

What happens to the pitch of 

the sound if …? 

 

 

 

Working Scientifically: 
*making systematic and careful 
observations and where appropriate 
taking accurate measurements using 
standard units, using a range of 
equipment 
gathering, recording classifying and 
presenting data in a variety of ways to 
help in answering questions 
*recording findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts and tables 
*reporting on findings from enquiries, 
including oral and written explanations, 
displays or presentations or results and 
conclusions 
 
Sound: 
* identify how sounds are made 
associating some of them with something 
vibrating 
*recognise that vibrations from sounds 
travel through a medium to the ear 
*find patterns between the pitch of a 
sound and features of the object that 
produced it 
*find patterns between the volume of a 
sound and the strength of the vibrations 
that produced it. 
*recognise that sounds get fainter as the 
distance from the sound source increases 
 
 
 
 



Geography  

 

 

Research and atlas work to 

locate modern and ancient 

countries and to develop 

geographical skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human and physical geography 

- impact of the ancient Romans 

on the local environment 

around Aylesbury and St. 

Albans 

 

 

Human geography – reasons 

for ancient trade links 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children research the spread of 

the ancient Roman Empire, and 

colour this in on a map, 

identifying the modern day 

names of the appropriate 

countries. 

Children research the location 

of modern day Italy and Britain. 

Identify Roman and Norse 

settlements in Britain through 

modern place names 

 

 

Identify local Roman roads still 

in use today (Watling Street 

and Icknield Way) 

 

 

 

 

Children research and learn 

about how and why ancient 

Romans and Vikings traded with, 

and settled in, Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the invaders and 

settlers travel to Britain? Who 

settled in Britain and why did 

they come here? Where were 

the settlements, and why were 

those locations chosen? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why were these roads built? 

How were these roads built? 

Why were they effective, and 

why have they remained in use 

today? 

What are the names of these 

ancient roads today? 

 

What did these ancient people 

trade? What did they need? 

Where did they get it? 

Why did the ancient Romans and 

Vikings settle in Britain? How 

were they received? What did 

they bring to Britain? What do 

we have today because of them? 

Locational knowledge: 
*locate the world’s countries using maps 
to focus on Europe (including the location 
of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major cities 
*name and locate countries and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features 
(hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) and 
land use patterns and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over 
time 
 
Place knowledge: 
*understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom 
 
Human and physical geography: 
*describe and understand human 
geography including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including 
trade links and the distribution of natural 
resources, including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 
*use maps, atlases, globes and digital/ 
computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 
*use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six figure grid references, symbols 
and key to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 



History  

 

Research and learn about the 

impact of the ancient Romans 

and Vikings on our modern day 

life, and the local environment 

and settlements around 

Aylesbury and St. Albans 

 

Founding of Rome (the myth of 

Romulus and Remus) – 

newspaper report 

Roman invasion of Britain (Why? 

When? How?) - diaries and 

letters home 

Life of a Roman soldier based 

at, and building, Hadrian’s wall 

(focus on organisation and 

discipline) – diaries and letters 

home 

Reaction of native people to the 

Roman invasion 

Research the tactics, and then 

re-enact the Battle of 

Colchester between the Romans 

and Iceni tribe led by Boudicca, 

using shields created in DT  

Visit to Verulamium museum in 

St Albans – identify what the 

Romans contributed to modern 

day life (hypocaust, latrines, 

baths, plumbing, mosaics, roads, 

architecture, Latin, calendar) 

Identify Roman roads and 

Roman and Viking settlements 

on a map, labelling the Roman 

and Viking names 

Identify the meaning of Viking 

runes 

Top Trumps (Roman and Norse 

gods) 

How did the invaders and 

settlers travel to Britain? Who 

settled in Britain and why did 

they come here? Where were 

the settlements, and why were 

those locations chosen? 

 

 

 

Why were these roads built? 

How were these roads built? 

Why were they effective, and 

why have they remained in use 

today? 

What are the names of these 

ancient roads today? 

 

 

 

What did these ancient people 

trade? What did they need? 

Where did they get it? 

Why did the ancient Romans and 

Vikings settle in Britain? How 

were they received? What did 

they bring to Britain? What do 

we have today because of them? 

*the Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain 
*Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots 
*the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
the kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor 
*a study of an aspect or theme in British 
History that extends pupils chronological 
knowledge before 1066 



PSHE  

 

Growth mindset (overcoming 

obstacles and embracing 

challenge) 

 

 

Ongoing 

School values 

ICT 

 

 

How can we change our mindset 

to be more effective and deal 

with, and learn from, mistakes? 

 

 

*to reflect on and celebrate their 
achievements, identify their strengths, 
areas for improvement, set high 
aspirations and goals 
*strategies for keeping physically and 
emotionally safe including road safety, 
safety in the environment and safety 
online (including social media, the 
responsible use of ICT and mobile phones) 
*the importance of protecting personal 
information, including passwords, 
addresses and images 
*to listen and respond respectfully to a 
wide range of people, to feel confident to 
raise their own concerns, to recognise and 
care about other people's feelings and to 
try to see, respect and if necessary 
constructively challenge their points of 
view 
*to work collaboratively towards shared 
goals 
*to develop strategies to resolve disputes 
and conflict through negotiation and 
appropriate compromise and to give rich 
and constructive feedback and support to 
benefit others as well as themselves 

 

RE  

 

Founders and prophets 

Holy Books 

 

 

Children study Muhhamad, 

Jesus, Hindu Gods and 

Quakerism then compare and 

contrast 

Children investigate the 

significance of the Quran, 

Torah and Bible 

 

How are they similar? 

How are they different? 

How are they significant? 

How do they influence people? 

What are their messages? How 

do they inspire us to lead 

better lives?  

* Describe the key aspects of religions and 
beliefs, especially the people, stories and 
traditions that influence the beliefs and 
values of others, and reflect on what it 
means to belong to a faith community 
* Children learn about sacred texts and 
other sources and consider their 
meanings 



Art and Design  

 

Drawing / sketching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and create a mosaic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design using Celtic/Viking 

knots and runes 

 

Research the form and 

structure of Roman shields and 

the symbolism of the designs 

Design and create a Roman 

shield to use in the battle re-

enactment (selecting 

appropriate materials and 

construction) 

 

Look at the Roman mosaics at 

the Verulamium Museum and 

research other examples. 

Design and create an 

appropriate mosaic using pieces 

of coloured china 

 

Using gold leaf, create Celtic 

knot design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would happen if…? 

Explore the limits of the 

medium you are using… 

Which material is best for…? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do the runes and designs 

symbolise? 

 
*to create sketchbooks to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas 
 
*to improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a range of 
materials. 

Design and Technology  

Roman ‘fast food’  

 

 

 

 

Which foods did the Romans 

introduce to Britain? 

 

 

 

 

 

Research what the Roman 

soldiers would have eaten, using 

the famous cookbook ‘Apicius’ -

‘Isicia Omentata’ (a burger) 

 

Research to identify which 

foods the Romans introduced to 

Britain (eg. peas, pears and 

apples) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where did these foods come 

from? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooking & Nutrition: 
understand and apply the principles of a 
healthy and varied diet 
Design: 
*use, research and develop design criteria 
to inform the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing products that are fit 
for purpose, aimed at particular 
individuals or groups. 
*generate, develop, model and 
communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-
sectional and exploded diagrams, 



prototypes, pattern pieces and Computer 
Aided Design 
Make: 
*select from and use a wide range of tools 
and equipment to perform practical tasks 
accurately 
*select from and use a wider range of 
materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and 
ingredients, according to their functional 
properties and aesthetic qualities 
Evaluate: 
*investigate and analyse a range of 
existing products 
*evaluate their ideas and products against 
their own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work 
*understand how key events and 
individuals in design and technology help 
shape the world 
Technical knowledge: 
*apply their understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures 
*understand and use mechanical systems 
in their products 

Design and create a mosaic 

 

 

Design and create a Roman 

shield 

 

Create a mosaic using coloured 

pieces of china 

 

Research the shape of a Roman 

shield and the significance of 

the symbols (The eagle was the 

symbol of the Roman army, and 

the lightning bolt was the 

symbol of the Roman god 

Jupiter, who was king of the 

Gods). Make shield to use in 

battle. 

 

 

 

What would happen if…? 

How do I …? 

How could I improve this 

design? 

 

Which tools and equipment are 

best suited to do ….? 

 

Computing  

Within topic 

e-safety 

 

Creating powerpoints and word 

documents 

Research 

Word documents – inserting 

images into text boxes  

Format text (adjusting font 

size, colour and style, underline, 

embolden, use of bullet points) 

 

How do you…? 

 

Is this information reliable? 

Why? Why not? 

*use search technologies effectively, 
appreciate how results are selected and 
ranked and be discerning in evaluating 
digital content 
*select, use and combine a variety of 
software (including internet services) on a 
range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals 
including collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and information 



*use technology safely, respectfully, and 
responsibly; recognise acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour, identify a range 
of ways to report content and know who 
to contact 

Music  

 

Peripatetic teacher (brass 

instruments) 

 

 

Weekly brass ensemble, using 

different brass instruments 

 

 

Which instrument would be 

most appropriate for… sound? 

How do I create a different 

pitch and volume using this 

instrument? 

*play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
*improvise and compose music for a 
range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
*experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
* listen with attention to detail and record 
sounds with increasing aural memory 

P.E  

 

 

Guttman Centre (swimming) 

 

 

Weekly swimming lessons 

 

 

Weekly PE with Cliff Hercules 

(ball games) 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you control the ball 

effectively to…? 

*take part in outdoor and adventurous 
activity challenges both individually and 
within a team 
Swimming: 
*swim competently, confidently and 
proficiently over a distance of at least 25 
metres 
*use a range of strokes effectively 
perform safe self-rescue in different water 
based situations 

Languages  

Animals 

Family 

 

Weekly French sessions using 

Rigolo (interactive) 

 

Songs 

Games 

 

How do you say…? 

What does…mean? 
*listen attentively to spoken language and 
show understanding by joining in and 
responding 
*engage in conversations, ask and answer 
questions, express opinions and respond 
to those of others, and seek clarification 
and help 



*describe people, places, things and 
actions in speech and in writing 

Repetition, responding and 

answering questions 

Literacy  

 

Writing in Literacy and Topic 

 

Writing linked to topic 

(Raiders, Traders and 

Invaders) 

 

Writing in character where 

appropriate, developing 

character empathy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Informal letter home in 

character as Roman soldier 

(emotive language) 

 

Journal / diary in character as 

Roman soldier and Viking 

invader 

 

Founding of Rome (the myth of 

Romulus and Remus) – ‘bridging 

activity’ - Newspaper recount 

 

‘Hot task’ - Newspaper recount 

of The Battle of Colchester 

(Iceni tribe led by Boudicca 

against the Romans) 

 

Non-chronological report (What 

the Romans did for us) 

 

Study Michael Morpurgo’s 

Beowulf  

 

Write a Norse mini-saga 

Create a comic strip 

 

Kenning Poems – Norse 

 

 

Can you identify the PAT 

(Purpose, Audience and Text 

Type) for each genre of 

writing? 

 

 

Can you identify the structure 

and features of a text type 

using IPEELLL? (Introduction, 

Points, Elaboration, Ending, 

Links, Language and Layout) 

 

 

How can you uplevel your 

writing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing: 
* discuss and develop initial ideas in order 
to plan and draft before writing. 
*write to suit purpose and with a growing 
awareness of audience, using some 
appropriate features.  
*organise writing into sections or 
paragraphs, including fiction and non-
fiction.  
*appropriately use a range of 
presentational devices, including use of 
title and subheadings.  
*use dialogue, although balance between 
dialogue and narrative may be uneven.  
*describe characters, settings and plot, 
with some interesting details.  
*evaluate own and others’ writing; proof 
read, edit and revise. 
*use a variety of connectives to join 
words and sentences e.g. or, but, if, 
because, when, although. Use time 
connectives.  
*vary sentence openers, changing the 
pronoun e.g. He / Jim, or with a fronted 
adverbial e.g. Later that day, he…  
*use expanded noun phrases and 
adverbial phrases to expand sentences.  
*use sentence demarcation with 
accuracy, including capital letters, full 
stops, question marks and exclamation 
marks; commas to separate items in lists, 
and for fronted adverbials.  
*use inverted commas accurately for 
direct speech.  



*identify the correct determiner e.g. a, an, 
these, those.  
*usually use the past or present tense, 
and 1st /3rd person, consistently. 
 

Spelling: 
* To investigate and learn to spell words 
with common letter strings. 
*use apostrophes to mark singular and 
plural possession e.g. the girl’s name; the 
girls’ names; include irregular plurals e.g. 
children’s bags.  
*spell the majority of words from the YR 
3-4 word list. 
 

Reading: 
*read with fluency a range of age-
appropriate text types (including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, poetry, plays 
and non-fiction books).  
*read at a speed sufficient for them to 
focus on understanding.  
*read most common exception words 
effortlessly, noting unusual 
correspondence between spelling and 
sound. 

 

 

 

 

 

Common letter strings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigate and collect 

examples of words which include 

the letter strings: kn, mb, wr 

 

Investigate and collect 

examples of words which include 

the letter strings: igh, ight, 

ough. ear 

 

Read at home at least 3 times a 

week 

Daily reading for pleasure in 

school 

Daily Guided Reading sessions 

Weekly school library visits 

Use of Bug Club at home and in 

school 

 

 

 

 

What strategy can you use to 

help you spell this word? 

Which words do you already 

know which have this sound in 

them?  

Maths 
Fractions: 
*recognise and show, using diagrams, 
families of common equivalent fractions 
*count up and down in hundredths; 
recognise that hundredths arise when 
dividing an object by one hundred and 
dividing tenths by ten. 
*solve problems involving increasingly 
harder fractions to calculate quantities, 
and fractions to divide quantities, 
including non-unit fractions where the 
answer is a whole number. 

 

 

Daily maths lessons with 

mental oral starters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fractions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As appropriate 



*add and subtract fractions with the same 
denominator. 
*recognise and write decimal equivalents 
of any number of tenths or hundredths. 
*recognise and write decimal equivalents 
to 1/4, 1/2, ¾. 
*find the effect of dividing a one- or two-
digit number by 10 and 100, identifying 
the value of the digits in the answer as 
ones, tenths and hundredths. 
*round decimals with one decimal place 
to the nearest whole number. 
*compare numbers with the same 
number of decimal places up to two 
decimal places. 
*solve simple measure and money 
problems involving fractions and decimals 
to two decimal places. 
Place value: 
*read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and 
know that over time, the numeral system 
changed to include the concept of zero 
and place value 
Measurement: 
*convert between different units of 
measure (for example, kilometre to 
metre; hour to minute) 
*measure and calculate the perimeter of 
a rectilinear figure (including squares) in 
centimetres and metres 
*find the area of rectilinear shapes by 
counting squares 
*estimate, compare and calculate 
different measures, including money in 
pounds and pence 
*read, write and convert time between 
analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour 
clocks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic (Romans) 

 

 

 

Practical maths work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*solve problems involving converting 
from hours to minutes; minutes to 
seconds; years to months; weeks to days. 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiplication and division: 
*recall multiplication and division facts for 
multiplication tables up to 12 × 12.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statistics: 
*interpret and present discrete and 
continuous data using appropriate 
graphical methods, including bar charts 
and time graphs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Times Tables 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rockstar times tables at home 

and in school 

Weekly Cracking Times Tables 

in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recording and presenting 

science results 

 

 


