
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It has been yet another busy but short half term at Bearbrook. The children have taken part in some very 
exciting learning opportunities; in particular Young Voices which was a fantastic evening at the O2 and our 
Bearbrook singers did us proud. I am also extremely proud of our Young Carers who received a gold 
award at a recent Young Carers Awards ceremony. 
This term the staff has also undertaken a large amount of training with a focus on safeguarding, keeping 
children safe online and PREVENT. For those of you who have not heard of PREVENT this is a strategy 
and training programme from the Government to help counter the extreme ideologies that recruit vulnerable 
people and to offer guidance and support to those who are drawn to them. Staff also completed an online 
NSPCC course, ‘Keeping Children Safe Online’ to raise the profile of children accessing the internet and social 
media sites and the dangers children face online. On 9

th
 February the whole school took part in an internet 

safety day which highlighted the dangers children face online. Following on from all our training I feel confident 
that our staff is more able to deal with a changing world.  
I am also looking forward to a special Governors day being held next half term. Members of the school 
governing body will be spending a day at Bearbrook, chatting with pupils and staff to get an insight in to the 
daily life at Bearbrook. Further information about this day will be sent home after half term. 
The next half term will continue to be busy with various educational trips, Friends at Bearbrook events and we 
are also supporting our secondary schools by having young people take part in their work experience at 
Bearbrook. I am sure our pupils will make them feel very welcome.  
Wishing you all a restful half term and I look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 23d February. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Marcus Faulkner 
Headteacher 

 
 
School reopens on Tuesday 23rd February 2016 (Monday 22nd February is a staff 
development day; staff will be focussing on Maths training). 
 

 
School Car Park 
Once again we are aware that a large number of our parents, in particular Pre School parents 
are gaining entry to the school and pre school via the car park exit barrier. The car park is 
very busy throughout the school day with deliveries and visitors  who exit the car park via the 
exit gate. Can we please remind parents and carers that entry to the school site via the 

exit barrier is strictly prohibitied. Every half term there are occasions when children are nearly run over 
because they run ahead underneath the barrier causing drivers to have to slam on their brakes, almost 
causing a serious accident. Entry to the school site is via the car park entrance only along the 
designated path. Please adhere to this path to ensure you and your children gain access to the school 
site safely. We do not want to have to be in a position where a child has been run over. Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
Friends at Bearbrook Sweet Sale 
There will be a sweet sale on the playground on Friday 12th February after school. Bags of 
sweets at a cost of £1.50 per cone will be available to buy (suitable for vegetarian and halal). 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
 

 

Bearbrook Combined School and Pre-school   February 2016 nurture inspire achieve 
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Year 3 Egypt Day 
A few weeks ago we had an amazing Egypt day. First we 
went to the hall and we met a lady who was dressed as an 
ancient Egyptian, her name was Fiona. There were lots of 
activities around the hall, one of them was bread making, 
mummy making, a smelly cone, ink making and we wrote in 
hieroglyphics. In the afternoon we had a feast and ate food 
such as bread, cheese, grapes, bananas and there was a 
food taster and wine (but it was really blackcurrant). The 
food taster had to taste the food before it was handed out to 
our groups. We had one group who danced, another group that did an act and the other told a story. 
Some of us were members of the Royal family and they got to sit at the front. The Pharaoh and his wife as 
well as the priest had the best seats at the feast. At the end of the feast Miss Wilkes was accused of 
stealing some fish! There was lots of discussion about who had stolen the fish and we decided that Miss 
Wilkes was the thief and she would have to have her hand chopped off! The next day Miss Wilkes played 
a trick on us and said she had her hand chopped off but she was only pretending.  
We had the best day ever and we learned that ancient Egyptians do everything with their right hand as 
they wipe their bottoms with their left hand. 
 
By Maya Powell, Louise Matran and Haydon Lambourne 
 
 

Parents and carers of children in Key Stage 2 should have received a letter this term 
announcing that Bearbrook will again be taking part in Read for my School. This is a 
national reading competition which is open to children in KS2 and runs from January 
until April 2016. There is a wealth of reading material on the site and the aim of the 
competition is to simply read as much as possible. There are individual awards as well 
as school awards and some children can be nominated as a Reading Legend. The 

website is www.readformyschool.co.uk and your child should have all the information to log in. If you do 
not have your child’s log in details please speak to your child’s class teacher. Mrs Burgess is also running 
a reading club for children in Year 5 and Year 6 over lunchtimes which are proving really popular with the 
children. 
 
 

Young Voices 
On Monday 25th January 2016 our school choir took part on Young 
Voices. Young voices are a collection of choirs from across the 
country that all meet together and sing songs together. All the 
children who take part are given a special t-shirt that says ‘Young 
Voices’ and a torch so we all look the same, like one big choir. We 
left Bearbrook at 10.00 am and we walked to Elmhurst School to 
practice a couple of songs. We then got on a coach and made our 

way to London. We arrived at the O2 there were loads of other children there so we all had to stay 
together. We also had to remember our coach number which was ‘61’. We made our way into the arena 
and had some lunch. We were very excited and we started to get to know other children from other 
schools. There were special guests there who were there to help us with our singing and performance. 
The special guests were on the main stage and we could join in with them. We sang a pop medley, a song 
called ‘Video Killed the Radio Star’ and a song called ‘The Gospel Train’ and some other songs. We liked 
the rehearsal time as we learnt lots of good things to help us with our performance. For the main 
performance we sang together, also as small groups as well as a beat box battle with the audience which 
was really funny and exciting. We think that the choir won as the audience did not know how to beat box. 
We also had to copy the dancers from Urban Strides which was great.  
We really enjoyed the day, especially the rehearsal where we got to learn the dances. Another favourite 
was the beat box battle against the audience, we were definitely better than the audience. 
 
By Keira Almond and Kayleigh Eggleton 
 
 
 

http://www.readformyschool.co.uk/
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As ever we continue to have a huge amount of unnamed lost property around school. 
Please ensure all your children’s clothing, PE kits, school bags and lunch boxes are 
labelled so we can return them to their rightful owner. 
 
 

 
 

Bags to School – Preloved (Friday 12th February) 
Friends at Bearbrook are again running a Bags2School morning. Please 
donate you unwanted clothes and shoes in exchange for your child 
coming in to school in Mufti. The van will be on the playground from 8.30 
am and was a great success last time. 
 

 
 

 
Bearbrook Parents Forum is back! We are holding two forum meetings 
which are open to all parents and carers of children who attend Bearbrook 
School and Pre School on Wednesday 16th March. The first meeting will be 
at 9.00 am until 10.00 am and the second will be at 6.30 pm until 7.30 pm. 
These meetings are open to all parents and carers, not just forum 

representatives, and we would love to see as many of you as possible. More information about the 
Parents Forum will be sent home after half term. 
 
 
Year 2 RNLI Visit 
In January we had a special visitor from the RNLI called Chris. He came to talk to us 
about the RNLI and what they do. Chris told us about the flags that are used on the 
beaches around the United Kingdom. The red flag means danger, the orange one 
means it is windy the red and yellow flag means there is a life guard on duty and the 
black and white one means only surfers and boats allowed. Chris talked to us about current in the sea and 
what the RNLI wear. They wear yellow suits and a white helmet which has red writing on it which says 
RNLI. Sometimes they have a camera on their helmet and they always wear a life jacket and have their 
radio ready. The RNLI keep us safe when we are at the seaside and they rescue people who are in 
trouble and danger. 
We really liked the talk and we learnt a lot about the RNLI. 
 
By Charlie Sheldrake, Hassam Sajid and Nichole McHardy-Why 
 
 

Bug Club continues to be a fantastic resource being used by the pupils both in school and out 
of school. There is a wealth of reading material, comprehension activities and games within 
the software. If you have not received your child’s log in details please contact Karen Ross in 
the school office. 
 

 
Mobile Phones 
Just a reminder that children should not be bringing mobile phones in to school. If your 
child does bring their phone in to school it must be brought to the school office before 
registration and kept in the school office until the end of the school day. 
 
 

Asthma and Inhalers 
Just a reminder that children’s inhalers are the responsibility of parents. If your child 
does suffer with Asthma please ensure they have an inhaler in school that is in date and 
also in the original packaging with your child’s name and prescription details. Parents 
must also complete a medical form which is available from the school office and can be 
downloaded from the school website. 
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Film Club 
I joined film club this term and it has been amazing. We have been watching the film of 
Paddington which is really funny. I liked the part where Paddington gets the 
toothbrushes and he looks around him and he puts them in his ear and they come out 
with lots of ear wax on them. I enjoy Film Club because I get to hang out with my 
friends and enjoy a film together and we talk about it after we have watched it. We will 

also be watching Despicable Me 2 and Jurassic Park over the next few weeks which I am really looking 
forward to.  
 
By Millie West 
 
 
 

HM Government is promoting a website www.educateagainsthate.com which 
gives parents, teachers and school leaders’ practical advice on protecting 
children from extremism and radicalisation. The website offers lots of guidance 
for parents on what to look out for and how extremism and radicalisation could 
affect your child. If you have any concerns about your child and the effects of 

extremism and radicalisation please come and speak to Mr Faulkner. 
 

Year 6 Parent Assembly 
This half term Year 6 performed to their parents in the Parent Assembly based 
around all the topic subjects we have been learning. We shared with the parent’s 
information about Space, World War 1 and Armistice Day. Suhayl welcomed the 

parents and Josh talked about the football game in the book we have been reading ‘War Game’. Charlotte 
read an extract from the book to the parents. Harish told the parents about us writing letters and diary 
entries as well as the leaflets we had made.  Some of the children read their literacy work to the audience 
that they had worked really hard on. Joseph also shared a musical performance with his trombone. 
We really enjoyed sharing our work with our parents especially the poems they had written. 
 
By Joanna Khan and Harish Nodagala 
 
Year 4 Parents Assembly 
Year 4 are very much looking forward to their class assembly on Wednesday 10th February. We apologise 
for the change in date but this was due to circumstances beyond our control. 
 
Dates for Future Class Assemblies 
24th March 2016 Year 3 Parent Assembly at 2.30pm 
26th May 2016  Year 1 Parent Assembly at 2.30pm 
7th July 2016  Foundation Parent Assembly at 2.30pm 
 

 
Sport Relief takes place between 18th and 20th March 2016. Bearbrook will be taking part in 
this event and we will let you know after half term how we will be supporting Sport Relief 
2016. 
 
 

 
Foundation Celebrate Chinese New Year   
Children in Foundation have been learning 
about the Chinese New Year and learning all 
about the Chinese zodiac. They have been 
exploring the different animals of the zodiac 
and drawing, painting and they also enjoyed 
the Chinese restaurant role play area. 
 
 

 

http://www.educateagainsthate.com/
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Y1 Fairy tale WOW Day 
Our fairy tale WOW day was different and we made hats, 
princesses’ hats, crowns and magic wands. In the morning we had 
our register and then we made our crowns and princess’ hats. We 
made the crowns using scissors and card and we used jewels to 
decorate them. Our hats had lots of different colours, blue, red, 
silver and gold. We were very proud of our hats and we wore them 
at school and we could take them off. Everyone came to school 
dressed up, I (Elijah) came dressed as a knight and Ollie came 
dressed as Robin Hood. Our favourite costumes were an 
astronaught and a knight. We listened to fairy tale stories and we 
liked Peter Pan. We also watched Shrek 3 which was good, even 
when we saw the bad guy it was still good. We had a fantastic and amazing day. 
 
By Elijah Christensen and Oliver Brittain.  
 

The Go-Giver's Club has now started. 30 schools are taking part in the Go-Giver's 
Challenge throughout Buckinghamshire. It is an active citizenship project that aims to 
provide children with the opportunity and means to design develop and implement an 

Action Plan with the purpose of supporting a particular cause or section of society. The club aims to: 

 increase self confidence 
 deepen feelings of empathy 
 expand children's understanding of communities, and the contribution they can make to them 
 develop citizenship skills 
 broaden and deepen the curriculum through cross-curricular work 
 give children the space to reflect on their particular talents, values and goals 

Our members are keen to get started and have already identified issues they are passionate about raising 
awareness or offering supporting. After sharing ideas, generating questions, discussion and a vote, the 
two main causes that members are passionate about are: 

 raising awareness of the risks of smoking to help prevent people from ever starting 
 littering within the school grounds as well as in the local community 

We will be discussing both of these causes in more detail before making our final vote and let you know 
the chosen one in the next newsletter. 
Members meet every Tuesday after school until 4:30. Any new members are more than welcome. Just 
talk to Mrs Hall for more information. 

 
 
Bearbrook School has a vibrant Young Carers’ Support group (with 22 
members!) and on Thursday 28th January we all went along to The Gateway 
centre to celebrate the work we have been doing at Bearbrook.  The ‘Young 

Carers in Schools Awards 2016’ is the first time awards have been presented by Young 
Carers Bucks, recognising some schools in the Aylesbury area as ‘young carers’ 
champions’.  
Bearbrook has a young carers’ support group that meets every few weeks to enjoy 
activities and chat. The young carers in the group should all be very proud of making the 
group a success and of how they value and support each other during our group sessions.  
We achieved a GOLD award trophy and a present for the group which was the game of ‘Operation’, and 
we had a lot of fun dancing and keeping fit with groups and friends from other Aylesbury schools. 
 
Our group will soon be doing some fundraising activities for Young Carers Bucks in recognition of the 
work they do with the children and families outside of school, which is so important for most of our group 
members. More information coming soon… 
 
Sue Roberts – Attendance Officer 
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Our school attendance target this year is 96%+ 
Whole school attendance is currently 95.7% and improving! 

 

WELL DONE TO THESE CLASSES: 

On target with attendance of 96%+     1H: 96.1% 
                          2L:  97.4% 
            3W: 97.1%      
       3S: 96.4% 
              4R: 96.5% 
              4H: 96.0%  
              5S: 96.5% 
 

Almost reaching target is:  FC:   95.8%  1D: 95.9%  2T:  95.5%   

 

In real terms, national average attendance of 96% means a child should have no more than 7 days 
absence IN TOTAL across a whole school year.  
 
We are seeing a rise in requests for extended leave of absence. Please consider the impact of extended 
absence from school on your child’s learning and understanding in class, and refrain from taking any 
leave of absence during term time. Where emergency or unforeseen events occur, then please let us 
know as soon as possible.  
 

 Medical appointments count as half a day’s absence if a child misses registration.  

 Children must be in school before 09:15am to be registered and be present at afternoon 
registration which is 12:30pm for KS1 and 1:00pm for KS2. 

 
Please continue to report any absence early on the first day via phone or APP and provide daily updates 
if the absence continues.  
 

Excellent attendance really does help excellent achievement. 
Thank you for your continued support! 

 
 
This half term we have welcomed new children and their families to preschool. 
The older children have enjoyed the responsibility of showing the new ones 
where things are and what to do. We can see new friendships building already. 
The older children have shown great interest in space after they used the 
interactive screen to watch clips of Tim Peake taking part in a spacewalk. They 
took part in various space related activities that supported the 7 areas of 
learning. These included making planet pictures using paint in a salad spinner, 

small world play using rockets and astronaut figures and creating rockets from junk modelling. 
More recently they have been celebrating Chinese New Year, dressing up and eating rice as well as 
making blossom trees. 
In the Star room the children have been showing great interest in role play involving babies we have been 
bathing, dressing and pretending to feed our dolls. This has supported our physical, language and social 
skills. We have also been taking part in regular cooking activities making pizza, biscuits, and cakes and 
mashing potatoes (That’s very hard work when you are two or three.) This week pancakes are on the 
menu and heart shaped biscuits to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
We are planning to take part in the Chatterbox challenge after half term. This event supports the Charity 
which supports children with speech and language difficulties. It is also a great way of boosting the 
number of rhymes your child knows. There is evidence that tells us that learning nursery rhymes supports 
children’s language and literacy development. We will be sending home some words to songs and rhymes 
for you to learn with your child. More details on this event coming soon. 
 
 



7   Bearbrook Newsletter 
February 2016 
 

 

 
 

Wow – what a brilliant time we had at the Family Bingo Night on Friday 5th Feb!  It was 
such a great turn out, with Pupils, Parents and Friends of Bearbrook all supporting the 
school while enjoying the fabulous bingo-calling of our Vice Secretary, Mrs Sue 
Ryder…with The Brighton Line, 2 Little Ducks and Legs Eleven all making an 
appearance! 

There was a fast-paced round of ‘Heads-or-Tails’ to get us started, followed by 7 games of hotly-contested 
bingo, with cash prizes for the winners…our lucky final winner took home £30 for their end game ‘full-
house’!  Snacks from the Refreshments stand kept everyone 
fuelled-up and between us we raised a massive £242.18 for the 
school!  
I’d like to say a HUGE thank you to everyone who came and also to 
the brilliant helpers who made sure it ran smoothly! Looking forward 
to seeing you all at the next one!! 
 
Laura Boyle  
Vice chair 
 
We are having our next meeting on the 29th February  at The charter at 8pm,(booking under Lis) were we 
will be talking about upcoming events and what we should spend the money on this year, if you would like 
to have a say please come along. 
 
Upcoming events, 
 

Friday 26th February School disco 

Thursday 3rd March 
Book sale for worlds book day 
pm 

Saturday 12th March 
Kid’s sale. 12.30-2.30 at 
Bearbrook School Hall 

Friday 18th 
March         

Chocolate Mufti 

Thursday 24th 
March     

Chocolate Raffle 

Friday 29th April  Cake Sale 

Friday 13th may  Pamper evening 7.30-9.30 

Friday 20th May  School Disco 

Saturday July 2nd    Summer Fete 11.30-3 

 
 
Busy Living – Holiday Opening Times 
At Bearbrook are wrap around care providers, Busy Living, will be open during the following 
times during the school holidays for this academic year. To book your child in to the club 
call 01494 722318 or email info@busy-living.co.uk . The holiday clubs run from 8.00 am 
until 6.00 pm. 

  
BLAST @ BEARBROOK 
HOLIDAY CLUB DATES 

OPEN 8AM to 6PM with hourly bookings 
for all children between 4 + 12 yrs old 

  
February Half Term 

    
    Mon 15

th
 to Mon 22

nd
 inclusive 

(22
nd

 inset day) 
  

  
Easter Holidays 

  
Tues 29

th
 March to Mon 11

th
 April 

(11
th
 inset day) 

  

  
May Half Term 

  
Tues 31

st
 May to Fri 3

rd
 June 

  

  
Summer Holidays 

  
Fri 22

nd
 July to Fri 19

th
 August 

(school starts Mon 5
th
 Sept) 

  

mailto:info@busy-living.co.uk
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Date Event 

Monday 22
nd

 February Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 23
rd

 February First Day of Term 

Friday 26
th
 February School Discos 

Monday 29
th
 February School Council Visiting Houses of Parliament 

Tuesday 1
st
 March Y5 Visit to Warwick Castle 

Wednesday 2
nd

 March Y4 Visit to Sulgrave Manor 

Monday 7
th
 March Football Match v Haddenham 

Thursday 10
th
 March Football Match v William Harding 

Tuesday 15
th
 March Football Match v Cuddington and Dinton 

Friday 18
th
 March Chocolate Mufti Day  

Thursday 24
th
 March Year 2 Visit to Roald Dahl/Last Day of Term / Year 3 Parent Assembly 2.30 pm/PTA 

Chocolate Raffle 

Monday 11
th
 April Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 12
th
 April First Day of the Summer Term 

Friday 15
th
 April Class Photos 

Monday 18
th
 April  The Big Pedal (2 weeks) 

Wednesday 20
th
 April Y3 Celtic Harmony Visit  

Wednesday 27
th
 April Parent Consultation Evening 

Friday 29
th
 April  PTA Cake Sale 

Monday 2
nd

 May May Bank Holiday 

Monday 9
th
 May Y6 SATs Week 

Monday 16
th
 May Travelling Book Fair (all week in the hall at 3.30pm) 

Wednesday 18
th
 May Y3 Visit to Quainton Railway 

Friday 20
th
 May School Disco 

Wednesday 25
th
 May Year 6 IMPS 

Thursday 26
th
 May Year 1 Parent Assembly 2.30pm 

Friday 27
th
 May Last Day of Term 

Monday 6
th
 June First Day of Term 

Wednesday 8
th
 June Sports Day 

Monday 13
th
 June Year 1 Phonics Testing during this week 

Wednesday 15th June Reserve Sports Day 

Friday 17
th
 June Y6 Kingswood Residential 

Monday 20
th
 June Y6 Kingswood Residential 

Monday 27
th
 June Y5/6 Science Oxford – Big Bang Conference (selected children) 

Wednesday 29
th
 June Y2 Visit to Cotswold Wildlife Park 

Tuesday 5
th
 July Y6 Transition Day – Waddesdon School and Mandeville School 

Thursday 7
th
 July Foundation Parents Assembly 2.30 pm / Y6 Transition Day John Colet School 

Friday 8
th
 July Y6 Transition Day - Mandeville School and Princes Risborough School 

Monday 11
th
 July Y6 Transition Day  - Princes Risborough School  

Tuesday 12
th
 July Y6 Transition Day – The Grange, The Cottesloe School 

Wednesday 13
th
 July  Y6 Transition Day – Aylesbury Grammar, Aylesbury High, Sir Henry Floyd, 

Aylesbury Vale Academy, The Grange, The Cottesloe School 

Thursday 14
th
 July Year 5 Parent Assembly 2.30 pm 

Friday 15
th
 July Reports out to parents 

Tuesday 19
th
 July KS2 Enrichment Days 

Wednesday 20
th
 July KS2 Enrichment Days 

Thursday 21
st
 July Last Day of Term 

Dates correct at time of print (February 2016) 


