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Launch 
Wow Day: 
Sounds of the rainforest playing in classrooms. Watch videos of the rainforest from above and tribal dances. 
Create tribal masks and choreograph a tribal dance. Watch video of rainforest interior. Create a rainforest 
setting for display. 
Children create ‘I Wonder’ questions to direct their learning journeys 
Cover and chapter 1 of ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell.  

Explore 
Read ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell, Slowly, Slowly, Slowly Said the Sloth, The Great Kapok Tree and One 
Plastic Bag. 
Use these as a stimulus for writing in Literacy and Topic. Keep an ‘animal spotter’ notebook while reading ‘The 
Explorer’ to use for science and topic work. 
Watch ‘Blue Planet’ series (effects of plastic pollution on wildlife). PI (Plastics Investigators) club. 
Read ‘One Plastic Bag’ (Gambian project to repurpose littered plastic bags). 

Energise 
Visit to London Zoo on 21

st
 May 2019 (focus on visiting the rainforest biome and the Rainforest Explorer 

workshop) 
 

Celebrate 
Share group presentations of their final projects as a ‘gallery’ to pupils and parents. Junk fashion show. 
Place ‘bug hotels’ and bird boxes/tables around the school. 



National Curriculum 

Objective/s 

Context 

 

Possible Resources and 

Activities 

Assessment Questions 

Science  

Investigation skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and investigation 

skills 

Comparing wildlife in 2 areas of 

the world (local area and 

Amazon rainforest) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigate fair test and 

reliability of results  

 

 

 

Local bird and insect watching 

and identification.  

Make simple guides or keys to 

explore and identify local plants, 

insects and birds. Raise and 

answer questions based on their 

observations of local wildlife and 

what they have discovered about 

wildlife from the Amazon that 

they have researched and seen 

in London Zoo. 
 
 

Explore examples of human 

impact (both positive and 

negative) on environments, eg. 

positive effects of nature 

reserves and the school pond 

and woodland area, and the 

negative effects of population 

and development, pollution (Blue 

Planet), litter (in local area and 

Gambia) and deforestation (as in 

the Amazonian rainforest). 

 

What makes a fair test? 

How reliable are my results? 

Are everyone’s results the 

same? Why? Why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would happen if…? 

What links can I make? 

Why does….happen? 

What do I notice? 

How has this animal adapted to 

its environment? 

What has been the impact of 

human activity on this animal? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Scientifically: 
*making systematic and careful 
observations and where appropriate 
taking accurate measurements using 
standard units, using a range of equipment 
gathering, recording classifying and 
presenting data in a variety of ways to help 
in answering questions 
*recording findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts and tables 
*reporting on findings from enquiries, 
including oral and written explanations, 
displays or presentations or results and 
conclusions 
 
Animals, including humans: 
*construct and interpret a variety of food 
chains, identifying producers, predators 
and preys 
 
Living things and their habitats: 
*recognise that living things can be 
grouped in a variety of ways 
*explore and use classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment 
*recognise that environments can change 
and that this can sometimes pose dangers 
to living things. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will make ‘bug hotels’ 

and bird boxes/tables for the 

school (focus on habitats). 

Keep an ‘animal spotter’ journal 

as they read ‘The Explorer’ of 

wildlife to research for their 

group projects. 

Watch ‘Blue Planet’ to raise 

awareness of the effect of 

plastic pollution on wildlife. 

Plastic Investigators (PI) 

Club (initiative run by Asda 

looking at plastic use and 

pollution). 

 

 

 

Geography  

 

Human and physical geography: 

atlas work and research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and atlas work to 

locate Brazil, the Amazon 

rainforest and Manaus (areas 

mentioned in ‘The Explorer’) and 

other rainforests of the world. 

Study their climate. Measure 

humidity and temperature in 

rainforest biome in ‘Rainforest 

Explorer’ workshop at London 

Zoo. 

 

Research the biodiversity of the 

Amazon river and rainforest. 

Learn about the different layers 

of the rainforest, and the 

animals that live in them. 

 

 

Where is the Amazon? How is 

the river and rainforest used? 

Why is it important? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the effect of 

deforestation on wildlife in the 

Amazon? Does it have any 

effect on us in the UK or 

Locational knowledge: 
*name and locate countries and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features 
(hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) and 
land use patterns and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over 
time 
 
Place knowledge: 
*understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom 
 
Human and physical geography: 
*describe and understand human 



geography including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including 
trade links and the distribution of natural 
resources, including energy, food, minerals 
and water. 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 
*use maps, atlases, globes and digital/ 
computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 
*use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six figure grid references, symbols and 
key to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

 

 

Look at deforestation and the 

use of indigenous plants as anti-

cancer medicines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

elsewhere in the world? What 

might be lost for future 

generations? 

PSHE  

 

Growth mindset (overcoming 

obstacles and embracing 

challenge) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing 

School values 

ICT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we change our mindset 

to be more effective and deal 

with, and learn from, mistakes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*to reflect on and celebrate their 
achievements, identify their strengths, 
areas for improvement, set high 
aspirations and goals 
*strategies for keeping physically and 
emotionally safe including road safety, 
safety in the environment and safety 
online (including social media, the 
responsible use of ICT and mobile phones) 
*the importance of protecting personal 
information, including passwords, 
addresses and images 
*to listen and respond respectfully to a 
wide range of people, to feel confident to 
raise their own concerns, to recognise and 
care about other people's feelings and to 
try to see, respect and if necessary 
constructively challenge their points of 
view 
*to work collaboratively towards shared 
goals 
*to develop strategies to resolve disputes 
and conflict through negotiation and 
appropriate compromise and to give rich 



and constructive feedback and support to 
benefit others as well as themselves 
 
Living in the Wider World: 
*to research, discuss and debate topical 
issues, problems and events concerning 
health and wellbeing and offer their 
recommendations to appropriate people 

* that there are different kinds of 
responsibilities, rights and duties at home, 
at school, in the community and towards 
the environment 

* what being part of a community means, 
and about the varied institutions that 
support communities locally and nationally 

* to recognise the role of voluntary, 
community and pressure groups, 
especially in relation to health and 
wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What responsibilities do we 

have to take care of our planet 

for future generations? 

 

What charities and 

organisations work to take care 

of wildlife in Aylesbury, South 

America and the world in 

general?  

 

 

 

Watch ‘Blue Planet’ and discuss 

environmental issues caused by 

plastic  pollution.  

Read the book ‘One Plastic Bag’ 

telling the true story of a 

Gambian project to recycle 

plastic bags and repurpose them 

into crocheted handbags. 

Plastic Investigators (PI) 

Club (initiative run by Asda 

looking at plastic use and 

pollution). 

 

 

Research and discuss issues 

raised through the book ‘The 

Explorer’ (deforestation and its 

effects on climate change, soil 

erosion and wildlife, ethical 

issues regarding acquisition of 

artefacts from other cultures) 

 

Research the work of 

Greenpeace, WWT, WWF, RSPB 

and ZSL. Possible fundraising 

activity (child-led). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are our moral duties to 

others? 

Are we responsible for others in 

our society and elsewhere in the 

world? 

What are our personal and 

collective values? 

What are our rights and 

responsibilities? 



RE  

 

Founders and prophets 

Holy Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children study Muhhamad, 

Jesus, Hindu Gods and 

Quakerism then compare and 

contrast 

Children investigate the 

significance of the Quran, Torah 

and Bible 

 

 

See issues raised in PSHE 

How are they similar? 

How are they different? 

How are they significant? 

How do they influence people? 

What are their messages? How 

do they inspire us to lead better 

lives? 

 

What are our moral duties to 

others? 

Are we responsible for others in 

our society? 

What are our personal and 

collective values? 

What are our rights and 

responsibilities?  

* Describe the key aspects of religions and 
beliefs, especially the people, stories and 
traditions that influence the beliefs and 
values of others, and reflect on what it 
means to belong to a faith community 
* Children learn about sacred texts and 
other sources and consider their meanings 
 
 
 
*Children reflect on their learning and how 
this relates to human values, 
responsibilities and rights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art and Design  

 

Drawing / sketching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sketch wildlife from the 

Amazon and local area through 

real life observation, video 

footage and pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would happen if…? 

Explore the limits of the medium 

you are using… 

Which material is best for…? 

 

 

 

 

 
*to create sketchbooks to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas 
 
*to improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a range of 
materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Design and Technology  

 

‘Superfood’ fruits of the 

Amazon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and making  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weaving  

 

 

Create fruit smoothies/fruit 

salads using fruits from the 

rainforest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the motto ‘reuse, reduce, 

recycle’, design and create a 

useful item by recycling and 

repurposing other materials  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a loom from recycled 

materials and weave  a fabric 

using repurposed materials such 

as straw and plastic 

 

 

Recyclable clothes fashion show 

 

What would we lose if we 

humans cause the extinction of 

some plants, before we have 

even recorded their existence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would happen if…? 

How do I …? 

How could I improve this design? 

 

Which tools and equipment are 

best suited to do ….? 

 

Cooking & Nutrition: 
understand and apply the principles of a 
healthy and varied diet 
Design: 
*use, research and develop design criteria 
to inform the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing products that are fit 
for purpose, aimed at particular individuals 
or groups. 
*generate, develop, model and 
communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-
sectional and exploded diagrams, 
prototypes, pattern pieces and Computer 
Aided Design 
Make: 
*select from and use a wide range of tools 
and equipment to perform practical tasks 
accurately 
*select from and use a wider range of 
materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and 
ingredients, according to their functional 
properties and aesthetic qualities 
Evaluate: 
*investigate and analyse a range of 
existing products 
*evaluate their ideas and products against 
their own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work 
*understand how key events and 
individuals in design and technology help 
shape the world 
Technical knowledge: 
*apply their understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures 
*understand and use mechanical systems 



in their products 

Computing  

Within topic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e-safety (using iSafe) 

Knowledge of www and internet 

(using iConnect) 

 

Creating powerpoints and word 

documents in group project 

Research 

Word documents – inserting 

images into text boxes  

Format text (adjusting font 

size, colour and style, underline, 

embolden, use of bullet points) 

 

 

Think U Know’s Cybercafe. 

Look at reducing risks on the 

internet, keeping safe, personal 

information, communication, bias 

and reliable sources of 

information 

 

How do you…? 

 

Is this information reliable? 

Why? Why not? 

*use search technologies effectively, 
appreciate how results are selected and 
ranked and be discerning in evaluating 
digital content 
*select, use and combine a variety of 
software (including internet services) on a 
range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals 
including collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and information 
*use technology safely, respectfully, and 
responsibly; recognise acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour, identify a range 
of ways to report content and know who 
to contact 

 

Music  

 

Peripatetic teacher (brass 

instruments) 

 

 

Weekly brass ensemble, using 

different brass instruments 

 

 

Which instrument would be most 

appropriate for… sound? 

How do I create a different 

pitch and volume using this 

instrument? 

 
*play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
*improvise and compose music for a range 
of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
*experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
* listen with attention to detail and record 
sounds with increasing aural memory 
 

 



P.E  

 

 

Team and individual sports 

activities 

 

 

Weekly PE with Cliff Hercules 

(ball games) 

 

Weekly tennis or athletics 

 

 

How do you control the ball 

effectively to…? 

What happens if I…? 

How could I…? 

*take part in outdoor and adventurous 
activity challenges both individually and 
within a team 
* compare their performances with 
previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal 
best 
*use running, jumping, throwing and 
catching in isolation and in combination 
*play competitive games, modified where 
appropriate (for example, badminton, 
basketball, cricket, football, hockey, 
netball, rounders and tennis) and apply 
basic principles suitable for attacking and 
defending 

 

Languages  

Animals 

Family 

 

Weekly French sessions using 

Rigolo (interactive) 

 

Songs 

Games 

Repetition, responding and 

answering questions 

 

How do you say…? 

What does…mean? 
 
*listen attentively to spoken language and 
show understanding by joining in and 
responding 
*engage in conversations, ask and answer 
questions, express opinions and respond 
to those of others, and seek clarification 
and help 
*describe people, places, things and 
actions in speech and in writing 

 

 

 

 

 



Literacy  

 

Writing in Literacy and Topic 

(Living Planet) 

 

 

Writing in character where 

appropriate, developing 

character empathy 

 

 

The Explorer by Katherine 

Rundell 

Slowly, Slowly, Slowly Said the 

Sloth by Eric Carle 

The Great Kapok Tree by 

Lynne Cherry 

One Plastic Bag by Miranda 

Paul 

Journey to the River Sea by 

Eva Ibbotson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary in character as Fred (‘The 

Explorer’ - in response to plane 

crash – pg17) 

 

Write and perform a playscript – 

the chn investigate the tobacco 

pouch (‘The Explorer’ – looking 

for inference clues, character 

empathy to use in script ) 

 

Write a setting description 

using 5 senses (using ‘The 

Explorer’, video clips, pictures 

and artefacts as stimuli – layers 

of the Amazon) 

 

Information Text (wildlife of 

the Amazon – based on their 

recordings in their ‘animal 

spotter’ journals while reading 

‘The Explorer’) 

Poem (the beauty and fragility 

of our planet, our 

responsibilities to look after it) 

 

Newspaper Report (The 

Explorer – reporting children’s 

safe return, Max’s illness and 

mystery as to how they 

survived) or… 

 

 

Can you identify the PAT 

(Purpose, Audience and Text 

Type) for each genre of writing? 

 

 

Can you identify the structure 

and features of a text type 

using IPEELLL? (Introduction, 

Points, Elaboration, Ending, 

Links, Language and Layout) 

 

 

How can you uplevel and 

effectively edit your writing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing: 
* discuss and develop initial ideas in order 
to plan and draft before writing. 
*write to suit purpose and with a growing 
awareness of audience, using some 
appropriate features.  
*organise writing into sections or 
paragraphs, including fiction and non-
fiction.  
* in narratives, creating settings, 
characters and plot 
*appropriately use a range of 
presentational devices, including use of 
title and subheadings.  
*use dialogue, although balance between 
dialogue and narrative may be uneven.  
*describe characters, settings and plot, 
with some interesting details. 
*discussing writing similar to that which 
they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar  
*evaluate own and others’ writing; proof 
read, edit and revise. 
* discussing words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination 
* preparing poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action 
*use a variety of connectives to join words 
and sentences e.g. or, but, if, because, 
when, although. Use time connectives.  
*vary sentence openers, changing the 
pronoun e.g. He / Jim, or with a fronted 
adverbial e.g. Later that day, he…  
*use expanded noun phrases and 



adverbial phrases to expand sentences.  
*use sentence demarcation with accuracy, 
including capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and exclamation marks; 
commas to separate items in lists, and for 
fronted adverbials.  
*use inverted commas accurately for 
direct speech.  
*identify the correct determiner e.g. a, an, 
these, those.  
*usually use the past or present tense, and 
1st /3rd person, consistently. 
 
 

Reading: 
*read with fluency a range of age-
appropriate text types (including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, poetry, plays 
and non-fiction books).  
*read at a speed sufficient for them to 
focus on understanding.  
*read most common exception words 
effortlessly, noting unusual 
correspondence between spelling and 
sound. 
* develop positive attitudes to reading, 
and an understanding of what they read, 
by: 
-listening to and discussing a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
-reading books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes 
* identifying themes and conventions in a 
wide range of books 
* preparing poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interview the survivors (TV 

news report). Produce a short 

film 

 

Debate/Discussion text – Do we 

still need zoos? (following zoo 

trip) 

 

Persuasive writing (letter, 

advert, poster, leaflet, film) – 

what we should do to look after 

our planet/conservation/dangers 

to habitats 

 

Persuasive letter to Steve Rolls 

re. school environment (bird 

boxes, bird tables, litter etc) 

 

Persuasive posters/speeches in 

assembly (fundraising for 

conservation charity) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



volume and action 
* participate in discussion about both 
books that are read to them and those 
they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 
* discussing words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination 
 
 
 
 

Spelling: 
* To investigate and learn to spell words 
with common letter strings. 
*use apostrophes to mark singular and 
plural possession e.g. the girl’s name; the 
girls’ names; include irregular plurals e.g. 
children’s bags.  
*spell the majority of words from the YR 3-
4 word list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common letter strings 

 

 

Investigate and collect examples 

of words which include the 

letter strings: kn, mb, wr 

 

Investigate and collect examples 

of words which include the 

letter strings: igh, ight, ough, 

ear 

 

5 new spelling words each week 

for homework 

Weekly spelling tests  

 

Read at home at least 3 times a 

week 

Daily reading for pleasure in 

school 

Daily Guided Reading sessions 

Weekly school library visits 

Use of Bug Club at home and in 

school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What strategy can you use to 

help you spell this word? 

Which words do you already 

know which have this sound in 

them?  

Maths 
Fractions: 
*solve simple measure and money 
problems involving fractions and decimals 
to two decimal places. 
 
Geometry – properties of shape: 
*identify acute and obtuse angles and 
compare and order angles up to two right 
angles by size 
*compare and classify geometric shapes, 

 

 

Daily maths lessons with 

mental oral starters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fractions – real life problems 

 

 

 

 

Practical maths work 

 

 

 

As appropriate 



including quadrilaterals and triangles, 
based on their properties and sizes 
*identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes 
presented in different orientations 
*complete a simple symmetric figure with 
respect to a specific line of symmetry 

 
Geometry – position and direction: 
*describe positions on a 2-D grid as 
coordinates in the first quadrant 
*describe movements between positions 
as translations of a given unit to the 
left/right and up/down 
*plot specified points and draw sides to 
complete a given polygon 

 
Statistics: 
*interpret and present discrete and 
continuous data using appropriate 
graphical methods, including bar charts 
and time graphs 
*solve comparison, sum and difference 
problems using information presented in 
bar charts, pictograms, tables and other 
graphs 

 
 
Measurement: 
*convert between different units of 
measure (for example, kilometre to metre; 
hour to minute) 
*measure and calculate the perimeter of a 
rectilinear figure (including squares) in 
centimetres and metres 
*find the area of rectilinear shapes by 
counting squares 
*estimate, compare and calculate different 
measures, including money in pounds and 
pence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical maths work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researching, presenting and 

interpreting data about climate 

and pollution (links to topic) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical maths work 

 

 

 

 

 

Rockstar times tables at home 



 
Multiplication and division: 
*recall multiplication and division facts for 
multiplication tables up to 12 × 12 

 

Times Tables 

 

 

and in school 

Weekly Cracking Times Tables in 

school 

 

 


